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General Department. 


USHER PARSONS, M. D. 


Usuer Parsons, M. D., is the last sur- 
viving commissioned officer of Perry’s 
squadron on Lake Erie, and the last of 
the crew of the flag-ship Lawrence, He 
was born in Alfred, York County, Maine, 
August, 1788, and is the son of the late 
William Parsons, Esq., who was son of 
Rev. Joseph Parsons, of Bradford, the 
son of Rev. Joseph, of Salisbury, Mass., 
the son of Col. Joseph, of Northampton, 
the son of Joseph, of Springfield, Mass., 
who settled there with the first company 
under William Pynchon, in 1685. From 
this Joseph and his brother Benjamin, 
who settled at Windsor, Conn., descend- 
ed a large majority of the name in 
New England. Dr. Parsons’ mother was 
daughter of Rev. John Blunt, of New- 
castle, New Hampshire, whose wife was 
daughter of Hon. John Frost, the son of 
Major Charles Frost, who was waylaid 
and killed by the Indians, July 4th, 
‘1697. 

The Doctor’s early years were passed 
in his native village, the summers in 
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ing, and winters in n the t town school. 

the age of thirteen he attended a 
year or more at Berwick Academy. He 
then served a year or two as clerk in a 
store, part of the time in Portland. 
Feeling a strong desire to study medi- 
cine, he prepared himself accordingly 
by‘studying a year or two with a clergy- 
man, mostly upon the classics. 

His course of medical studies was pur- 
sued partly in Alfred, and completed 
tinder Dr. Jchn Warren, of Boston, and 
in the medical school, where he was 
licensed to practice, and subsequently 
he graduated as M. D., and received 
afterwards the honorary degree of A. M. 

War being declared early in July, 
1812, Dr. Parsons immediately entered 
the navy, as surgeon’s mate, being then 
twenty-three years of age, and was 
ordered to the corvette John Adams. 
The crew, consisting of fifteen officers 
and one hundred and seventeen men, 
volunteered in August, 1812, for lake 
service, and sailed from the navy-yard 
in sloops, arriving in Albany, N. Y., 
after a passage of five days. They 
marched thence to Buffalo, three hun- 
dred miles, in twenty-two days, and went 
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into barracks for the winter. In Novem- 
ber General Smythe, commander of the 
troops here, applied to Lieut. Angus, 
the naval commander, to assist him in 
crossing the Niagara River, by sending 
his sailors across, in the night, to spike 
the enemy’s cannon, which was done on 
the 29th of November. Seven ofiicers 
and men were killed and twenty-three 
wounded, and nothing gained by the 
expedition, since the General and his 
troops failed to cross and take possession 
-of the shore. 

Several men died from wounds and 
sickness daring the winter, and in April 
fifty men were sent to Erie, Pa., to aid 
in fitting out the squadron, and the re- 
mainder were ordered to Lake Ontario, 
excepting about twenty invalids, who 
were left in the barracks, under the care 
of Dr. Parsons. 

Early in June, 1818, these, with others, 
mostly soldiers, embarked on board five 
armed vessels, that had just been re- 
paired at Black Rock, and were taken to 
Erie, to join several new vessels there 
building, and thus completed Perry’s 
squadron, consisting of nine vessels and 
an armed tender. 

On the 12th of August they sailed to 
the head of the lake, and anchored in 
Put-in Bay. Here the crew soon became 
sickly, nearly eighty being disabled by a 
bilious fever, and among them were the 
commodore and two surgeons; the whole 
care of the invalids devolved on Dr. Par- 
sons; and after the battle, which oc- 
curred on the 10th of September, he had 


sole charge, in addition thereto, of ninety. 
six wounded. As sixty-three of them 
were in the Lawrence, she was made a 
hospital ship, and sent to Erie with all 
the wounded of the whole squadron, 
where they remained, under his care, 
until the following spring.* 

In April, 1814, the Doctor was promo. 
ted to a full surgeon. The squadron 
sailed from Hrie the ensuing June (1814), 
under the command of Capt. Arthur 
Sinclair, to Mackinac, for the purpose 
of carrying the army of Col. Croghan, 
intended to reduce that fortress, which 
was carelessly lost at the commencement 
of the war. The enterprise failed, and 
the army was repulsed with the loss of 
twelve killed and thirty-nine wounded, 
mostly soldiers. 

The squadron now proceeded to Buf- 
falo, to lend aid to the United States 
troops, who had fought bravely at Fort 
Erie, Chippewa, and Lundy’s Lane, under 
General Brown and others. In a few 
days they sailed to Erie. Dr. Parsons 
here found orders from the Secretary of 
the Navy, ordering him to report for 
duty to Commodore Perry, as surgeon of 





* Copy of a letter from Commodore Perry to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated some weeks after the 
battle : 

“Of Dr. Usher Parsons, Surgeon’s Mate, I cannot 
say too much. In consequence of the disability of 
both the other surgeons, Drs. Horsely and Barton, the 
whole duty of operating, dressing and attending 
nearly one hundred wounded, and as many sick, de- 
volved entirely on him; and it must be pleasing to 
you, sir, to reflect that of the whole number wounded 
only three have died.”—[See Holmes’s American 
Annals, vol. ii., p. 456.] 
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the new frigate Java, then at Baltimore, 
Md., preparing for a cruise to the Medi- 
terranean. From thence she sailed to 
New York, to complete her equipment, 
and thence to Newport, R. 1, and left 
there in January, 1816, for Gibraltar. In 
the following year she returned to New- 
port, and was laid up in Boston. The 


Doctor had leave of absence for a year | 


and a half, when, in July, 1818, he sailed 
in the frigate Guerriere, commanded by 
McDonough, which carried our minister 
to Russia, and thence sailed to the Med- 
iterranean. The Doctor’s health failing, 
he obtained leave of absence from the 
squadron, and returned the following 
winter to America, by way of Paris and 
London, and embarked from Liverpool 
for America, after having passed a few 
months in hospitals and medical colleges 
in Paris and London. 

He now served a year or two in the 
Charlestown Navy-Yard, Mass., and was 
appointed to two or three medical col- 
leges, in which he lectured one or two 
seasons, when he removed to Providence, 
R. L; was appointed Professor in Brown 
University, and settled permanently in 
the practice of Physic and Surgery, and 
resigned his commission in the navy. 
In 1822, he married Miss Holmes, daugh- 
ter of the Rev. Dr. Holmes, of Cambridge, 
Mass., and subsequently gave lectures 
several years on Anatomy and Physiol- 
ogy in Brown University; he lectured 
one season in Philadelphia, Penn., and 
afterwards passed a winter in the medi- 
cal institutions in Europe (1842-3). 
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For twenty years and upwards he has 
steadily pursued his practice. 

He was elected President of the Rhode 
Island Medical Society in 1837, for three 
years, and subsequently First Vice Pres- 
ident of the National Medical Associa- 
tion, and by the resignation of Dr. Knight 
he succeeded to the presidency in 1854. 
His wife deceased in 1825, leaving one 
son, Dr. Charles W. Parsons, who now 
occupies the chair in the college for- 
merly held by his father. 

Doctor Parsons is the publisher of sev- 
eral works, medical and historical.* It 


| is, therefore, not too much to say, in con- 


clusion, that his ripe and varied scholar- 


ship, his deep interest in historical and 


antiquarian research, his intimate ac- 
quaintance with the traditions and relics 
of the aborigines of our country, his 
recollections of distinguished contempo- 
raries and of noteworthy occurrences 
during a long and eventful career, to- 


| gether with his modest and unassuming 


manners, which mark the well-bred gen- 
tleman of the old school, all combine to 
render him worthy of high honor and 
lasting esteem in the scientific, histor- 
ical and literary world. 


* The Physician for Ships passed through five edi- 


tions ; his Art of Making Anatomical Preparations is 
out of print. He published a volume of Boylston 
Prize Essays, and numerous contributions to medical 
journals, and reports as chairman to committees of 
the medical association, The Life of Sir William Pep- 
perell, and also biographies of several individuals in 
genealogical journals. 

The foregoing sketch is gathered from numerous 
sources, particularly from Miss Sanford’s History of 
Erie, Holmes’s American Annals, and Genealogical 
and Medical Journals. 
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LETTERS OF GEN. STARK AND) public defaulters. In correcting the 
OTHERS RELATIVE TO OPERA-| abounding ills and abuses of trust, 
TIONS IN CHERRY VALLEY IN he had the reward of most reformers, 


1778. 
(Furnished by Ep. Batxarp, of Brunswick, Me.) 


The following letters relate to the war 
of the Revolution, at the time when 
Cherry Valley, N. Y., was one of the ad- 
vanced posts in that direction. Not long 
before the date of the earliest of the 
number, and in the spring, after his suc- 
cessful campaign at Bennington, Gen. 
Stark was ordered to Albany, to assume 
the command of the northern depart- | 
ment of the army. At this time the | 
frontier was much harassed by the 
British and their Indian allies, under 
Brant as their leader. In some instances, 
it appears that the residents in the val- | 
ley of the Mohawk disguised themselves | 
with savage costume and paint, that | 
they might the more readily accomplish 
their destructive purposes, in the con- 
duct of this border warfare. In the re- 
prisals made by the patriot soldiers, as 
is not unusual in such portions of his- 


tory, the innocent were often captured | ress of Brant (the Indian Commidant) 


Nevertheless you are not to begin an 
Engagement but to suffer the Militia 
from this Quarter to make the first At 
tack & you to support them as you may 
think most proper— 

if you should find that Brant has 
crossed the Mohawk River on his Way 
‘to Crown Point you will then return 


and otherwise injured, while the real | 
perpetrators of the mischiefs were adroit | 


enough to escape. 

For the purposes of the general service 
to which Stark had been here assigned, 
his biographer says, he had few reliable 
troops, and was often compelled to resort 
to the aid of the militia. He had two 
frontier rivers to protect, and was sur- 
rounded by tories, spies, peculators and 


| “Those detected cursed him, while their 
friends complained ;” and before the 
year closed he gladly welcomed the 


order that gave him a new command in 


| Rhode Island. 


In some of these letters of Gen. Stark 
will be seen the same spirit that ap. 


|peared at Bennington, specially in his 
laconic speech, that if he was not the 


conqueror, “This night Bettie Stark 


| sleeps a widow.”* 


Brunswick, Me. 


Albany 234 June 


1778 
Sir. 


you are to proceed with the party 


|under your Command to Cohnewagga 


there (or as near that place as you shall 
with the Advice of your and the other 
officers in that Quarter) shall Judge most 


| Convenient to Defend—& Stop the prog- 


| 


——————— —~—— 


* Her maiden name was Elizabeth Page. 
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' with the Detachment—wishing you a 
Happy and Successful Voyage 


Iam 
John Stark. B G 


To Capt William H. Ballard 
if you should stand in need of any 
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Cherry Valey 


. July 15, 1778. 
Dear Sir 


We are exceeding sorry that you are 
not likely soon to be with us yet we 
hope you will e’er long from what Col’. 


Horses or Careges you ar to applie to | Stacey said yesterday if there is no great 
the Qmasters all officers both Civil and | danger at Fort Stanwix your Reg* will 
Military are ordered to supply you with reinforce the other frontears of this 
any thing you may want, given under County which we trust will be the case 


my hand 


John Stark B G 
alia 
Albany 4th July 
1778 


Dear Sir. 
I received yours of the first Inst and 
Concerning those Disaffected persons, if 
they will not come within the lines and 


swallow the oaths of Allegiance with a | 


good Stomach you must take the Trouble 


to Bring them in, & use your utmost | 


Endeavours (by usages becoming such 
villains) to make them (after a season) 
valuable subjects. 

Isend you three Quire of paper by the 
bearer the Ammunition you write for, 
shall be sent by the first safe opportunity 
I shali make Inquiry about the Salt 
Provisions & Rum (if to be spared) they 
shall be sent to you 

The Militia from Berkshire County 
must be sent down but you are to stay 
till further orders. 

I am Sir 
Your Humble 
Servant 


John Stark 
Cap‘ W™ H¢ Ballard 


& In that case hope you'll again be with 
us That any Strong party should come 
again [st] fort Stanwix is unlikely for 
the Commanding officer at Scoharry 
writes that they find by spies as well 
as prisoners taken that Butler is on the 
susquehanna that the Settlements on 
the susquehanna & delaware are occu- 
| pied by Considerable Numbers of the 
Enemy That Eleven hundred of them 
talk of Striking us a blow e’er long they 
| have certainly had large supplies of Pro- 
| visions having drove from the Delaware 
at once 101 head of cattle If any extra- 
ordinaries transpire pray write 
| Give our Compliments to Col’. Stacey 
& Lieut. Buffington 

We are Sir Your most 

obt Servants 

Sam! Clyde 
Moses Younglove 





To Capt. Ballard 


Head Quarters. 
Cherry Valley 
Augt 7. 1778. 
Sir. 
you Will proceed With the party un- 
der your Command taking Direction for 
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your rout of those persons that are With 
you as pilats. you Will Indeavour to 
make Discoverres and Get all the inteli- 
gence possible of Brant and his party. 
if you Discover any party of the Enemy: 
and Judge them too Strong for you to 
Ingage: you Will return and report to 
me. 

you will take all precautions on your 
march to prevent the Enemy from tak- 
ing advantage By Ambush. in your rout 
if you find any of the Effects of Torreys 
[Tories] or persons Gone to the Enemy 
you Will Secure the Same By bringing 
them into this Garison. also torreys or 
any of the people which you have Good 
Evidence, have [been] or are Disposed 
to Assist and Support the Enemy Like- 
wise Such parsons with their Effects as 
you think are Greatly Exposed to the 
Enemy. 

Ichabod Alden Col’ 

To Cap Will” H. Ballard 


Beg General Starck tosend sum money 
and bring on the offers and Soldgers if 
to be Spard by the general Bring on my 
Kag of Sperets get my tee and Shougr 
ot Lew troubridge [Luther Trowbridge] 
tell tucker to House the wagon get sum 
seeling wax. 


Head Quarters Cherry Valley Aug* 13. 
1778 

Sir you will proceed immediatly with 

a Number of torreys (who you Brought 


to this place Prisoners) to Albany. you | 


are to take a Guard sufficant for you 





from the Militia. when you arive at Al. 
bany you Wile Deliver the prisoners un. 
to General Stark then you Will retum 
and Join your regiment 

Ichabod Alden Col’, 
To Cap‘ Wil” H. Ballard 


Albany 15" of Aug. 
ust 1778 
Sir. 

I received yours of the 12 Inst and 
am Glad to hear of the Success of your 
Scout: a fue Such strokes will make the 
enemy watch their frontiers, and give 
Us Peace. those tories you sent I shall 
take Care that they shall be Properly 
treated; and as for the Plunder that 
Capt. Ballard’ scout has taken, that did 
belong to the Enemy you will Order to 
be divided, amongst the people that took 
it; If any has fallen into their hands 
belonging to the honest Inhabitants you 
will [be] Pleased to deliver it up to the 
Proper owners ;— 

that Capt*. Ballord and his Party Chuse 
Such Persons to divide the Plunder as 
they think will do the most Justice to 
the Party, that you order a Court of In- 
quiry to Examine Into the matter; and 
see what Part ought to be Returned to 
the owners; and make Report of your 
Proceedings to me ;— 

You wrote you have been obliged to 
Employ some of the Inhabitants to assist 
you in building your fort:—the accounts 
must be sent down properly attested to 
and I make no doubt but they will be 
allowed of. But I cannot send you any 
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money til I have orders for so doing if|: 


your scouts should be fortunate enough 
to fall in with any more of the Painted 
Scoundrells* I think it would not be 
worth their whiles to trouble them 
Selves to send them to me, your wis- 
dom and that of your Scouts may direct 
you in that Matter. 

I am Sir your 

most obedent 
Humbel Ser 
John Stark. 


(To Col. Alden ?) 


Albany. Aug*. 22. 1778. 
To the Commissioners of Albany 

Gentlemen,—I received yours of yes- 
terday, informing me of your desire to 
have the tories Capt. Ballard brought 
here the other day. 

I assure you I have no intention to 
keep them, You write for twelve, as be- 
ing inhabitants of the State, one of whom 
I look upon as a prisoner of war, and 
shall hold him as such. The other 
eleven I have given orders to be de- 
livered up to you. 

As to the cattle and sheep brought in 
by Capt. Ballard I have directed Colonel 
Alden to have a court of inquiry sit 
upon them, and make a report to me. 
as I thought the owners had not been 
concerned in any conspiracy against the 
United States. — 

; Iam &c 
John Stark 


* Tories disguised as Indians.—Ep. 
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Albany 3¢ October 
1778 

Sir 
yours of the 30th, Sept has come to 
hand—I highly approve your Proceed- 
ings Concerning the Tory Effects, should 
Advise you to keep the Money in your 
Hands, for the present. 

I shall Reserve the Prisoners, in my 
Hands, for the Purpose of Exchanging 
yours with Brant. 

the French king, has published a Dec- 
laration, that his Army, & Navy, are to 
Sieze, Plunder, Take, Destroy all the 
property of the King of Great Britain, 
wherever they can find it Either by Sea 
orLand thisorder was sent to Monsieur 
Le Compte Darbau supposed to be his 
prime Minister of State 

I am your H Serv‘ 
John Stark 
Cole Alden 


Albany Decm' 
29% 1778 
Dear Sir, . ° 
Itts with pleashur I Rect You of 
Twenty second Instant: when you In- 
formed me that You would be Glad to 
Hear to the Gentlemans Name, which 
I:m Not Able to Inform You; But he 
Can be Discrib’as a Jentle Young Fel- 
low: one that haith Been Trading to 
thes Parts; and Came to These Parts to’ 
settle his Accompts. 

Its Reported in this Place that the 
British Troops Have Burnt their Bar- 
ricks and Left Rhoad Island and we Wx- 
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pect that thay will leave the Contnent’ 


this winter or at Least all their forts 
Excepts Halifax; thay are Prepairing to 
Leave New York as soon as Possible and 
the Frenchman are’waiting on them as 
thay Come out of the Harbor. 

There is Grate Preparations in this 
Place for a Large Army: Fifteen Hun- 
dred Battowes to be built at saratoga 
and Three Thousand Battowmen are to 
[be] Raised with in Three or four months 
from this: Vesels are to be Bult at suans- 
burrough as son as Possible’ the weather 
will admit of. the first News Print that 
will Pay Transporting I shall send You 
But it haith Been all most a month since 
we have Rec‘a Paper. My Compliments 
to the Officers of the Reg*. 

I:m Sir with Respects Your 
Hble Ser* 
Luther Trowbridge 
- Capt. Ballard 


HISTORICAL SCRAPS. 


It must remain a matter of regret 
that so little of the correspondence which 
passed between our early colonists and 
their kindred in other places is pre- 
served. The following letter is of this 
description, and may be deemed worthy 
a place in your valuable Magazine, both 
for its general interest and for the gen- 
ealogical items which it contains. It 
was written by Francis. Swaine, one of 
the early settlers of Newtown, L. I. (then 
called Middelburgh), to his relatives in 
New England, whence it afterwards 
found its way back to Long Island. The 





original letter is in my possession, ig 
written in a neat hand, and is well pre. 
served. The following is a literal copy, 
It is endorsed “ For Nat. Wyer.” 


Mip.eoroven, 20. of October 1662. 


Lovinge Brother and Sister, my love 
with my wifes pressented unto you hop. 


inge in God that you are in good health, 


as blessed be God wee are at the writinge 
heerof: the ocation of my writing at this 
tim is to let you understande I have 
formerly writ unto you and have given 
you order to dispose of that land as | 
have ther with you as if it wher your 
owne: and wether you have resived that 
letter or noe I know not, therfore I give 
you order againe in this letter for to doe 
with it as you please. I freely give it to 
you and my sister your wife.—my father. 
law Cornish is dead and my motherlaw 
is maried againe unto Danill Estelle that 
was Mr. Wosters searvant of Salsberye, 
and we have much defrance in respect 
of our devition being both upon on 
farme: I thinke I shall remove shortly: 
I wold very gladly here from you by this 
barer Thomas Taylor he have promised 
me to doe any curtisy for me in that 
nature when he coms backe againe to us. 
I pray remember our love to our Brother 
John Swaine and his wife, I am very 
sorry to hear that he is a quaker. I 
pray remember me to my sister Bowlter 
& to her children & to my _ brother 
Willyam Swains wife & her children. I 
wold intreate you to send me worde who 
she is maried to that so I may know how 
to write to her. I have writ seavrall 
letters to her for on or tow of her chil- 
dren for to have lived with me but I 





eo ti tw @ oe &@ Cu 


1866.) 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


177 





cannot hear an answer from her, if I 
have them I hope I should deall with 
them lik a kindsmane: Loving sister 
Wyer my wive have sent a tolken to you, 
for the yongest child you have. we 
wold be very glad if it were gods will to 
order it so that we lived nearer on to an 
other: that so we might se on an other: 


thus with our kind love and respects un- | 


to you sister and Brother Wyer we rest 
your loving Brother & sister untill death. 


rrraNcis & Marrua | nae 
|I presume, the Rev. William Worcester, 


| of Salisbury), removed to New Jersey, 
Ordered by the Court held att Salisbury | 
the 11th 2d mo. 65 yt this letter shal | 
be recorded amongst the Court Re- | 
abbreviations of names being no infre- 


Swaine. 


cords : 
Tho. Bradbury, recd. 


Entered & recorded in the County Court 


Records for Norfolk page (136) ye 29th 
of May 1665 as attests 
Tho. Bradbury, recd. 


The inquirer will find further notice 
of several of the persons named in this 


letter in Savage’s Genealogical Diction- | 


ary. Francis Swain died soon after this 
letter was written. His original will, 


session ; and in which he names his “be- 


loved father Richard Swaine,” his brother | 
John Swaine, his sister Grace Boulter | 
and his sister Elizabeth Wyer, the latter | 
| or when tha goe I beleve you have gota 


| very good overseer at this quarter now 


the one to whom, with her husband, the 
above letter was addressed. His widow 
Martha, marrying Caleb Leverich, of 


Newtown, son of the Rev. William | 


Leverich, became the ancestor of those 
among us bearing this name (see the 
HIST. MAG., VOL. x. 23 














“Annals of Newtown”). His father-in- 
law, Thomas Cornish, referred to in the 
letter, died at Newtown only a few 
months before it was written; his will 
bearing date Feb. 14th, 1662, and inven- 
tory of his property Aug. 12th following. 


|His wife Mary and several children 


survived him, of whom see further in 
Genealogical Dic., i. 459; and Annals of 
Newtown, 378. Daniel Estelle (whose 
former employer, above referred to, was, 


and is believed to have been the pro- 
genitor of the respectable family of 
Stelle, still resident in that State+such 


quent ocurrence in former days. 


J. R. 


|LETTER FROM MARY WASHING- 


TON, THE MOTHER OF GEORGE 
WASHINGTON. 


(In possession of Mr. Corner, of Baltimore, 3 March, 
1366.) 


“Dear Brorner—this Coms by Capt 
Nickelson you Seem to blam me for not 


dated January 15th 1663, is in my pos- | writing to you but I doe a shour you it 


'is Not for wante of a very great Regard 


for you & the family butt as I dont ship 
tobacco the Captains never Call on me 
soe that I Never know when tha Come 


Cap‘ Newton has taken a Large peace of 
ground from you which I dear say if you 
had been hear your Self it had not been 


/Don Mr. Danial & his wite & family is 
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well Cozen Hannah has been married 
& lost her husband She has one Child 
a boy pray give my Love to Sister Ball 
& M" Downman & his Lady & am Dear 
Brother 
“your Loving Sister 
“Mary WasHINGTON 
“ To 
“Mr. Joseph Ball, Esqur 
“at Stratford ley Bow 
“Nigh London” 


Docketed by the receiver, 

“ July 2, 1760 

“from Mrs. Washington.” 
Directed on the back, 

“To 
“Mr. Joseph Ball, Esqur 
“at Stratford ley Bow 
“ Nigh London” 


PAPERS RELATING TO FORT DUM- 
MER. 


COL. PARTRIDGE TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 


Hatfield June 14, 1725 

The L* Gov' hath ordered to supply 
the Fort with 14 or 15 men Iam send- 
ing theth as soone as they are Return: 
to me you are to Receive & note the 
tyme of their entrance into the service 
wishing you well & see that yo" Scouting 
be faithfull-for the towns depend much 
on yo" discoverys of the Enemy y". 

Sam“ Parrripce 


David Warrener 
Sam" Kilborn 


Some of the men have no 
mony to pay their charges on 
+ 
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Nath' Miles 
Nath! Austin 
Rich* Waterman 
Eben’ Chapin 
John Lakam 
Edward Baker Seryt 
to Sam" 
Smith of Sufford 
Amos Taylor 


the Rhode you must keep acct 
of such mens victuals & it will 
be allowed from the tyme their 
were impress‘ & you must 
pay it & the 

to you 


Benj. Beaman 
David Clark 
David Jones 


[Addressed] 
“To Capt Timothy Dwight att 
Fort Dummer these 
pent” 


CAPT. WRIGHT TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 


June 30 Anno Dom. 1725 
Care™ Dwicar 
S" I understand by a Letter from y: 
Governour y' he has dircited you to per- 
mit some of your men to enlist as vol- 
untieers to make up my Company to go 
in pursuit of y* Enemy I Request y* you 
would please to take y’ pains to.see who 
will freely go as also rather to encourage 
y" discourage any of y™ for I would 
gladly have some of. your men bee they 
suitable for such a design. 
I am, S*. 
Yours, in all suitable regard 
Bens®: Wricut. 


P. Sc. please to send down a List of y‘ 
Names as also a Liberty to them to come 
down speedily 
Yours, 
B. W. 
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[Addressed] GOV. DUMMER TO CAPT, DWIGHT. 
“Cap*. To S*. 

Timothy Dwight I received yours of the 9 of June 
att with the acurate description of the 
Fort Dummer Equivalent Lands upon w* your fort 
These stands It’s now probable that the psent. 
warr is now drawing to a period & if a 
peace shall be concluded whilst 1 have 
the direction of it I shall endeavor to 
put it on such a foot that it shall not bee 


easily dissolved & even when there shall 


[Endorsed] 
“Cap. Wrights Letter for men to go 
up ye River.” 


Enclosed in this, or with this, is the 
following : 


[Endorsed] List of y® men that 


went wt Capt Wright. 


Corp" Cranny [John Mackrany] 


Jonath" Pease 
Jos. Gillit 
Dan" Severance 
John Ellis 
Dan" Price 
Joshua Gary 
Cosaump 
David Enos 
Richard Waterman 
July 5%, 1725 listed 
with Capt Wright 

- & it must be observ’d 
that yy had provision to 
the end of the Week 


[Addressed } 
“To The Hon" 
‘ William Dummer Esq". 


Lieut Gov' & Command in 


Chief In & over his Majest* Prov- 
ince of the Massatchusets Bay 
In New England 


att 
Boston” 


P Henry Dwight, Esq’. 


be a war with ffrance. Wherefore I take 
this occasion to propose to you to treat 
with the best of the people under your 
Command as well as such others as you 
may think proper about settling that 
division which will be attended with 
such advantages to the settlers as other 
new places have not had, to many men 
having lived so long on the spot who are 
knowing of the Land & having made 
some Improvement of it & the Shelter 
they will have till they can provide 
themselves with Houses all w” I need 
not mention to you but do assure you 
that all the Gentlemen concerned will 
bee very ready to give you good encor- 
agement if you incline to bee at the 
Head of a Settlement there, upon w" 
I shall bee glad to receive your thoughts 
what proposals may bee proper to make 
to bring it on forthwith. 

I have granted a Cessation of armes 
to the Penobscott Indians from Kene- 
becks River Eastward, yett the Enimye 
in the westerne ffrontiers may Phaps bee 
nevertheless active for some time, where- 
fore It will behove you to bee vigilant 
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& diligent in watching & scouting till | 


further orders. I am doubtfull whether 
it will bee to any purpose for you now 
to move for the allowance of Rumm 
mention’d, nevertheless I don’t forbid it, 


tioned in your letter & if the war con- 
tinues it’s probable you will be allowed 
it w° I shall Enforce in that Case & 
am y’ ffriend & St 
W* Dummer 
Boston 4", August 1725. 


COL. PARTRIDGE TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 


Hatfd Aug* 11 1725 

Carr Dwicut 

S yo of the 6% In*t I Rec‘ as to Rob 
Carter they tell me hee is Returned to 
the Fort as to Christt Sittan I think hee 
might do as much at the Fort as he doth 
here Ranges about for pidgens & Ex- 
changes w* o' men here & does their 
duty If I allow of it which I do not 
allow as Little as may be they are held 
here we depending on the Docto™ say 
about them in which he may have some 
self in the matter Hall p'tents he is bad 
yet can go to mowing for the Doctot & 
I think the Docto"™ should attend his 


post where the Forces be & not If a| 


sould" have but a scratch any where 
About him to send them down to the 
Docto" hither & here to be many days it 
is not Right, Now is the tyme to have 
o' men out upon discovery I sent sup- 
plys of Amunition to furnish the 





MAGAZINE. ° (June, 


Sould'y & yet they come & say they want 
If they have half a pound of powd: 
one pound of bullets & 3 flints, It should 
do for half a year except they spend it 


|in the sérvice against the Enemy or 
& if you offer a memorial for it you will | 
do well to offer those good reasons men- | 


Scouting I wish you well & am yo" 
Sam™ Parrrivce 
{ Addressed] 
“To Capt Timothy Dwight 
at Fort Dummer ° 
these psent” 
pr Chamberline 


CAPT. DWIGHT TO GOV. DUMMER. 


Fort Dummer Aug 23, 1725 
May it Please yo" Hon" 

1 Rect yor Hon™ dated Aug* 4", in 
which Yot Hon’ was pleas’d to write y: 
y° Hon" had Rect y® discription of ye 
lands on which our ffort stands & y* its 
now probable that the present warr is 
drawing to a Period & if a Peace shall 
be Concluded whilst yo" Hont has the 
directi on of it y* yo" Hon" will endea- 
vour to put it on such a foot as that it 
shall not easily be dissolved, here I am 
not certain whether yot Hon" intends 


the Peace or ye Garrison, shall not easily 
be dissolv’'d & I think a Resolution of 
| this very considerable, for if the peace 


w' the Eastern Indian be not dis sol’d 
yet the Canadeans will Infest our ffron- 
tiers but if the Garrison 
* * * 
[torn] 
I Humbly Request of yot Hon" I may 
have liberty to discharge one Thomas 
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Young who is a very good blacksmith & 
has ever since last March been very ser- 
viceable to us in making & mending 
Guns & instrum’* of Husbandry & will 
leave us well fitted, I promised him it 
he would come & stay content till the 
ensuing Michaelmas I would use my in- 
terest with yo" Hon" for liberty to dis- 
charge him. I also Humbly Request 
that yo" Hon" would allow me a fortnight 
to go to Connecticot at certain time 
when the Garrison * * * 


1 





CAPT. HINSDALE TO CAPT. WRIGHT, ENCLOSING 
COL. SCHUYLER’S LETTER. 
Sir, 

I have sent to you Enclosed coppy of 
Colonel Schuylers Letter of whitch I 
Pray Peruse and send it forthwith to 
Capt Dwight at fort Dummer. 


Saratogue 

June 12 1726 

S* I Rec’ news just now of a Party of 
Indians being Twenty in Numb' are gon 
out a fighting from Canada und' one 
Capt Caghgemett, and if there is no 
damage done alreadey I desire you to be 
on yo" guard and to hasten the Inclosed | 
Letter with all spead is all from yo, | 
Humble ser“ 


Joun Scuuyter | 


Pray let it have a quick Pas and you | 
will oblidge yor 


Menuman Hinspe.u 
of Deerfield 
June y* 14" 1726 
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[Addressed] 


“ To 
Capt 
Benjamin Wright 
att Northfield 
_ and to 
Capt 
Timothy Dwight 
att fort Dummer” 


CCL. STODDARD TO CAPT. DWIGHT. 

NN“ Hampton, Oct’ 25 at 3 p [M.] 

I received yours’ (open) from His 
Hon’, by which it seems that his intell 
[igence] from Albany is somewhat 
divers from that I lately receivy, I have 
no orders [to rein]force you, which seems 
needful in order to your attending your 
present Instruc[tions as] well as other 
services, I perceive that the Lieut™ 
Gov™ hopes that: the [present] fright 
will blow over, which will be very proba- 
ble provided the Norrige[wock] Indians 
and others (from whom he last receiv‘ a 
letter) doe continue their and 
trade amongst the Penobscots. 

Know what orders his Honr. means in 
the Close of your Letter 

think it probable that in case you 
should lay in some stores for your 
| that they will ly on your hands, and it 
| may be that a flight of snow [will] clear 
| the frontier of the Enemy, and make it 


| safe to convey your Provisions 


I am S', your Humble Servant 
Joun Sropparp. 


[Addressed] 


“ To 
Cap‘ Timothy Dwight 
att 


Fort Dummer” 
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Rotes and Queries. 


NOTES. 


H. B. Dawson on tHE “RivincTron” 


Question—The well-known ex-editor of 


the not very well known Yonkers Ga- 
zelte, lately copied “W. L. 8’s” Reply in 
the last number of this Magazine (p. 84): 
with annotations as follows: 

“All this was originally published as 
a portion of a trashy article on ‘The 
Early History of Printing in Boston and 
New York, which appeared in the Con- 
tinental Monthly, for September, 1863; 
and we are surprised that the learned 
editor of the Historical Magazine should 
have admitted it, a second time, to the 
dignity of a place in a respectable 
monthly. 

“James Rivington did mot ‘first begin 
to print his paper under the formidable 
title of Rivington’s New York Ga- 
zélte; * * * * jin 1788, as Mr. 
Stone has told us, both in 1863 and 1866. 
The fact is, Rivington’s prospectus was 
dated ‘New York, March 18, 1773, 
when he ‘proposed to publish a Weekly’ 
NEWS-PAPER, every Thursday, at one 
Dottar and a Hatr, a Year, differing 
materially in its plan from most others 
now extant? * * * and _ the first 
number bears the date of ‘Thursday, 
April 22,1773, and is entitled, ‘ Riving- 
ton’s New York Gazetteer ; |not Gazette] 
‘or the Connecticut, New-Jersey, Hudson’s- 
River, And Quebec Weekly Advertiser’ 

“The imprint was not as stated by Mr. 
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Stone, but simply, ‘Printed by JAMES 
RIVINGTON, facing the Coffee-House 
Bridge, where Advertisements are re. 
ceived, and all Sorts of Printing Work 
neatly and expeditiously performed? 
—Every New-Yorker knows that the 
Coffee-House Bridge, was not in ‘Han. 
over Square, where Mr. Stone places 
Rivington’s office, but in Wall Street. 

“The title of the paper, either ‘origin. 
ally’ or at any time, did mot contain ‘a 
cut of a large ship under sail, but one 
of a brig—a distinction which Mr. Stone 
should have noticed. 

“The title of the re-established paper, 
in 1777, was not, as stated by Mr. Stone, 
‘The New York Royal Gazette; but, 
with the date, ‘Saturday, October 4, 
1777, it appeared as ‘ Rivingion’s New- 
York Gazette: or the Connecticut, Hudson's. 
River, New-Jersey, and Quebec Weekly 
Advertiser, which was changed, three 
weeks later, to Rivington’s New- York 
Loyal [not Royal] Gazette’; and, on 
Saturday, December 13th, to ‘ The Royal 
Gazetle. 

“Mr. Stone says truly, ‘by 1787 the 
King’s arms had disappeared’—they ap- 
peared for the last time in No. 747 of 
The Royal Gazetle, issued Saturday, 
November 22d, 1783; and on Wednes- 
day, November 26th, 1783 [not 1787], 
the title was changed, as stated. 

“Mr. Stone says Rivington’s paper ‘was 
relinquished in the course of the year 
1787: the last number appeared as ‘No. 
758, on ‘Wednesday, December 31, 


1783, as was stated in the Historical 
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Magazine for January, over the signature 
of ‘W. K.,’ whose ability to tell the truth 
on such subjects needs no comments from 
us. 

«It is to be regretted that those who 
write on historical subjects, for which 


the material can be obtained with or- | 


dinary labor, do not exercise more in- 
dustry in the preparation of their works; 
and it is to be regretted, also, that greater 
caution is not exercised in the selection 
of original matter for a work which pos- 
sesses the character of the Historical 
Magazine.” 


[Our worthy friend H. B.D. is informed | 


that the department of Queries and Re- 
plies is open to all. The editor has never 
assumed to reject a reply because in 
his opinion incorrect or unwise. If it is 
really a reply to a query, it is entitled to 
aplace. The editor or any reader may 
then elucidate the matter further, and 
answer the original query.—Eb.] 


Date or Supsury Ficur. (H. M., vol. x., 
p. 158.)—Hon. George S. Boutwell, who, 
I think, is responsible for having the 


date April 18, 1676, placed on the pres- | 


ent monument at Sudbury, Mass., has 
contributed to the last number of the 
New England Historical and Genealogi- 
cal Register (April, 1866, pp. 135-41) an 
article stating his reasons for prefer- 
ring that date to April 21. But he has 
not given and probably has not seen all 
the contemporary authorities in favor of 
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rary authorities for that date that have 
not yet appeared in print. 

Nearly all the late historical writers 
who have investigated this subject con- 
sider April 21st, 1676, the true date of 
the fight and death of Capt. Wadsworth; 
namely, Samuel G. Drake, Esq., author 
of the Book of the Indians, whose 
thorough knowledge of the history of 
New England, and particularly its Indian 
history, gives his opinion the greatest 
weight; Hon. James Savage, author of 
the N. E. Genealogical Dictionary ; the 


‘late Lemuel Shattuck, author of the 


History of Concord; the late Thomas 
Gage, author of the History of Rowley;- 
Rev. John S. Barry, author of a History 
of Massachusetts, and Rev. John A. 
Vinton, author of the Vinton and Giles 
Memorials, Hon. Charles Hudson, in his 
History of Marlborough, adopts the 18th 


|as the date, and Hon. John G. Palfrey, 
|in the third volume of his History of 


New England, places it on the 20th. 
It will be seen by the last number of 
your magazine (p. 164) that a committee 


| has been appointed by the New England 


Historic-Genealogical Society to investi- 


gate this subject. Memo. 


Knockine I’s Our.—Lucius M. Sargent, 


| Esq., in an article printed in the Boston 


Evening Transcript, January, 1851, in 
writing of the descendants of Anthoine 
Olivier, a Huguenot emigrant to New 
England, thus refers to a change in their 


the 21st that have been published, while ‘name: 


there are several independent contempo- 


“ By common consent, the Oliviers, for 
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many years, have become Olivers, to the 
great annoyance of all genealogists. 
The English and French stocks are en- 
tirely distinct. The English Olivers were 
among the early settlers [of Boston]. 
But I must say no more of these Olivers, 
or the reader will wish me in Oliver's 
Dock, or give me a Rowland, perhaps, for 
all these Olivers. Now, the Oliviers, who 
have suffered the printers to knock their 
i’s out, are a race totally distinct. 
There is as wide a difference, as Mr. 
Burke said there was when correcting a 
member who confounded Matthew Mon- 
tague with Montague Matthew, between 
a horse chestnut and a chestnut horse.” 
The witticism about knocking people’s 
is out I have-lately met with in 
several different forms, but I think it 
originated with Mr. Sargent in the above 


extract. Tora. 


MENT.—Rea dling recently the “ Memoirs of 
Thomas Moore,” the Irish ;oet, Lond ed., 
ii., 212, 213, I met the following entry in his 
Diary : 

“This friend told her (Miss Edzeworth) 
that Mrs. Lefanu (S.’s sister) had seen a 


high in the American Government, toward 
the latter end of the war, expressing great 


admiration of his talents and political opin- | 
ions, and tel.ing him that £20,000 were | 
deposited with a certain banker, ready for | 
him to draw, as a mark of their value for his | 





gratified acknowledgments of their high opin. 
ion, he begged leave to decline a gift con- 
muricated under such circumstances.” 

Being desirous to ascertain if there was 
any corroboration or confirmation of this 
statement, I consulted the ‘Life of Sheri. 
dan,” by the same author. It is referred to 
on p. 25 of the 4to ed., published in London 
in 1825, and thus disposed of: 

“The infrequency of Mr. Sheridan’s ex. 
ertions upon the American question combines 
with other circumstances to throw some 
doubts on an anecdote which was communi- 
cated to me from an authority worthy in 


every respect of the most implicit belief. 
ey dak With respect to the credi- 
| bility of the transaction altogether, it is far 


less easy to believe that the Americans had 
so much money to give than that Mr. Sheri- 
dan should have been sufficiently high-minded 
to refuse it.” 

Moore’s “ Life of Sheridan” has been re- 


viewed in a few of the American periodicals 


| of the day, but none, as far as examined, 
SHERIDAN AND THE AMERICAN GovVERN- | 


have been found to refer to this statement, 
which Moore—though he doubted it—de- 


| clared to be “from an authority worthy in 


every respect of the most implicit belief.” 
Moore was in correspondence with Mrs. 
Lefanu, but we do not find anywhere evi- 


| dence of his having applied to her for an ex- 
letter to Sheridan from one of the persons | 


planation on the subject. This appears the 


| more remarkable, as in the event of the ex- 


istence of such a letter ‘“‘from one of the 
persons high in the American Government,” 
it would have afforded him an occasion of 
dilating more complacently on Sheridan’s 
“ high-mindedness.” 


services in the cause of liberty. She had | Further research may throw additional 


also seen S.’s answer, in which, with many | 


light on this curious tale, and perhaps 
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strengthen the doubts already expressed 


regarding it. 
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REVOLUTIONARY. 


List of persons supposed to belong to 
Jamaica, L. I., who voted for or against 
electing Deputies to the Provincial Conven- 


dorsed April 21, 1775. 


FOR A DEPUTY. 


Capt. Rutgers. 

John Skidmore. 
Robert Hinchman. 
Waters Smith. 
William Ludlam. 
Abraham Kettlettas. 
Jonas Fredrick. 
William Steed. 
John Mills. 

Isaac Bayley. 
Increase Carpenter, 2d. 
John Cockle. 

Isaac Hendrickson. 
John Innes, Sr. 
Elias Bayley. 

Aron Hendrickson. 
Robert Denton. 
John Smith. 

Jacob Wright. 
Nicholas Smith, Sr. 
William Messenger. 
Nicholas Everitt. 
Peter Smith. 

John Brimner. 
Daniel Tuthill. 
HendrickHendrickson,r. 
Daniel Everitt. 
John Brush. 

Isaac Roads. 

John Roads. 

Jonah Roads. 
Abraham Hendrickson. 
Whited Skidmore. 
Christopher Ryder. 
Amos Denton. 

Saml. Skidmore. 
Noah Smith. 

Daniel Bayley. 
Wait Smith. 

John Thurston. 
Hope Roads. 
Samuel Messenger. 
John J. Skidmore. 


Jaques Johnson. 
Nehemiah Everitt. 
Increase Carpenter. 
Joseph Higby. 
Andrew Oakley. 
Moses Higby. 

Jacob Forster. 
Daniel Ludlam. 
Samuel Higby Cooper. 
Hendrick Hendrickson,Jr. 
Cornelius Lassee. 
Daniel Smith. 
Samuel Higby, Jr. 
Jonathan Thurston. 
Nathaniel Smith. 
Ephraim Marston. 
John Hendrickson, Jr. 
Othniel Smith. 
Samuel Smith. 
William Creed. 
Nehemiah Carpenter. 
John Skidmore, Jr. 
Thomas Denton. 
Benjamin Everitt. 
John Van Leen. 
Benjamin Creed. 
Isaac Mills. 
Nicholas Smith, Jr. 
Benjamin Hinchman. 
David Lamberson. 
Nathaniel Box. 
William Creed, Jr. 
a Bayley. 
Obadiah Smith. 
Jacob Carpenter. 
Nehemiah Carpenter. 
Joshua Carpenter. 
Richard Roads. 

John Messenger. 
Joseph Robinson. 
Thos. Wiggins. 
Jacob Duryee—85. 


NO DEPUTY. 


Adam Laurence. 
Johannes Polhemus. 
Joseph Oldfield. 
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Peter Noorstrout. 
Garret Noorstrout. 
Garret Durland, Jr. 
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Tunis Bargin. 
Charles Arding. 
John Lamberson. 
John Smith. 

John Troop. 

Powel Amberman. 
Johannes Lott. 
Johannes Snedeker. 
Joseph Golden. 


| Abraham Ditmus. 
| Jacomiah Valentine. 


tion held in New York, May 17,1775. In-| 


William Cornell. 
Isaac Amberman. 
Lucas Elderd. 
Stephen Lott. 


| William Welling. 
| Nicholas Van Ansdoll. 
| Lucas Bergin. 


John Wiggin. 


| Obadiah Mills. 


Aury Ramson. 


| John Williamson. 
| Cornelius Bennit. 


Nicholas Jones. 
Saml. Doughty. 
Daniel Ramson. 


| John Forster. 


Thomas Betts. 
John Bennit. 


| John Doughty. 


Nathaniel Higby. 
Richard Betts, Capt. 
Tunis Covert. 
Nicholas Lamberson. 
Simeon Lamberson. 
William Pettet. 
Johannes Williamson. 
Obadiah Hinchman. 
Jacob Bargin. 
Nicholas Ludlam. 
Bernardus Ryder. 
Philip Plat. 
Nathaniel Mills, Jr. 
Johannes Elderd. 


Albany, May, 1866. 


THE 
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Garret Durland, Sr. 
Jacob Lott. 
Nathaniel Townsend. 
Aron Van Noorstrout. 
Nathaniel Mills, Sr. 
Garret Snedecker. 
Derrick Bargin. 
Stephen Clements. 
Matthias Lamberson. 
George Bierson. 
John Ramson. 
Stephen Higby. ° 
John Ramson Spring (?) 
Abraham Van Noorstrout. 
Daniel Laurence. 
George Dunbar. 
Henry Higby. 
—— Doughty. 
William Watts. 
John Watts. 
William Golden. 
Timothy Cornell. 
John Van Leen. 
Jabeesh Woodruff. 
Joseph Van Brunt. 
John Rowlan. 
Hope Mills. 

Benjamin Whitehead. 
Nehemiah Carpenter. 
Hendrick Emmons. 
Ram Ramson, Jamaica. 
John Bargin. 

Don Ditmus. 
Evert Van Wickley. 
Whilliam Thatford. 
Anthony Ramson. 
John Noorstrout. 
rarret Lotting. 
Ludlam Smith. 
Samuel Forster. 

Isaac Leffert. 

tueloff Duryee. 
Johannes Polhemus. 
Joseph French, Esq.—94. 


R. N. Jeune. 


“Fourta Estate.” — When the 





writer was a boy, fifty years ago, it was a 
common remark that “the road to public 
honors lay through a lawyer’s office ;” but, 
on looking over the “Blue Book,” it would 
seem that nowadays it ran through a 
printing-office, or rather an editor’s sanc- 
tum. A writer in a recent number of the 
Boston Transcript, speaking of the death 


of Mr. Harriman, says : 
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“He was an honorable associate of the 
splendid old school of reporters and cor- 
respondents of the Northern press, that 
flourished at Washington twenty-five to 
thirty-five years ago, but are now super- 
seded by telegraphic dispatches. They were 


999 


been ‘justified in her children. 


“ James E. Harvey, correspondent of the | 


New York Tyibune, is now Minister Resident 
at Lisbon; James S. Pike, also of the New 
York Tribune, is Minister Resident at the 


Evening Post, is Minister Plenipotentiary 
at Paris; 
York Courier §- Enquirer, who, under the 
appropriate signature of the ‘Spy in Wash- 
ington,’ had an uncommon faculty of pump- 
ing old Senator Poindexter and others, as to 


what was done in the Senate with closed | 
doors; and when not successful in this way, | 


he would apply himself indirectly to Sen- 
ators’ wives for such news as it was difficult 
to get otherwise. His letters were famous 
and extensively copied. He was also the 
New York correspondent of the London 
Times, and author of the 
Aaron Burr,’ and edited his Diary. 
Kingman, of the New York Journal of Com- 
merce, still lives here, reputed rich ; Nathan 
Sargent, a dull, heavy correspondent of the 
Cincinnati Gazette and the Philadelphia Uni- 
ted States Gazette, is Commissioner of the 
Customs here ; Mr. Hart, also of the New 
York Courier § Enquirer, a promising man, 
died early of consumption in California, 
where he had gone for his health; and, 
inferior to none in genial manners, political 


information and talent, Gen. Schouler, of | 
the old Boston At/as, who has filled the | 
office of Adjutant-General of Massachusetts | 


during the whole rebellion with so much 
ability and honor to the State as to attract 
the notice of the National authorities here. 


These men were followed by Richard Gil- | 
dreth, of the Boston Atlas and the New York | 


Tribune, the well-known historian, and Con- 


sul to Trieste, where he died; W. 8S. Thayer, | 


of the New York Evening Post, Consul- 


Matthew L. Davis, of the New | 


year, and was succeeded by Charles Hale 
of the Boston Daily Advertiser ; and Ben. 
jamin Wilson, of the Chicago Journal, 
Assistant-Secretary of Legation at London, 
though he has since returned and resumed 


| his editorial duties.” 
the most sagacious and able writers of the | 
day, and it is interesting to trace their sub. | 
sequent career, as ‘ wisdom’ has certainly | 


Gen. Jackson was the first President that 
introduced the practice of “ rewarding ed. 
itors,” as his political opponents termed it, 
and he exercised it liberally. The services 
of editors and their correspondents are well 


| appreciated by the present administration, 
Hague; John Bigelow, of the New York | 


as will be seen by the following list of public 
appointments, in addition to those enumerated 
in the above extract : 

James Watson Webb, formerly editor of 


|the New York Courier § Enquirer, now 





Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen. 
ipotentiary to Brazil. 

Cassius M. Clay, tormerly editor of the 
Louisville Examiner and an emancipation 
paper at Lexington, Ky., now Minister to 


: | Russia. 
‘Memoirs of | 


Mr. | 


Bayard Taylor, of the New York Tribune, 
Secretary of Legation, and Minister, ad 
interim, to the same Court. 

Frederick Hassauvek, editor of the Cincin- 
nati Volks-blatt, Minister Resident to Ecua 
dor. (He has lately resigned and resumed 
his editorial duties.) Wm. T. Coggeshall, 
formerly of the Cincinnati Gazette, is likely 
to be his successor. 

George H. Snyder, of the Staats-Anzeiger, 
Chicago, Consul to Helsingfors, Russia. 

George E. Wiss, of the Baltimore Wecker, 
Consul to Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

Theodore Canisius, of the Illinois An: 
zeiger, Springfield, Illinois, Consul to 
Vienna. 

Wn. D. Howells, of the Ohio State Jour- 


General to Alexandria, where he died last | ma/, Columbus, Ohio, Consul to Venice. 
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~B. Klauprecht, of the Cincinnati Volks- 
Blatt, Consul to Stuttgard, Wurtemburg. 

Henry Boernstein, of the St. Louis West- 
liche Anzeiger, Consul to Bremen. 

George S. Fogg, editor of the New Hamp- 
shire Statesman, Concord, N.H., late 
Minister Resident to Switzerland. 

Charles A. Page, War Correspondent of 
the New York Tribune, Consul to Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

Charles Bernays, of the St. Louis An- 
zeiger, late Consul to the same place. 

Julius Bing, of the Baltimore and New 
York press, Consul to Smyrna. 

H. R. Helper, of the New York Tribune, 
Consul to Buenos Ayres. 


Charles A. Washburn, of the Alta Cail- |. 


ifornian, Minister Resident to Paraguay. 
Henry Fitzwarren, of the New York 
Tribune, Minister Resident to Guatemala. 
The Clerk of the Senate (Mr. Forney) 
and the Clerk of the House (Mr. McPherson) 
are both able editors. There are also six 
editors members of the House or Senate; 
and Frederick W. Seward, Assistant-Secre- 
tary of State, was formerly editor of the 
Albany State Journal. 
Washington, D.C. 


R. 


Tae Stars anv Stripes 1N THE THAmMES.— 
Mrs. Eliza Farrar, in the introduction to her 
“ Recollections of Seventy Years,” speaking 
of her grandfather, William Rotch, and of 
his visit to England after the Revolutionary 
War, in the ship Maria, remarks, ‘I have 
often heard the old gentleman tell, with pride 
and pleasure, that she was the first ship that 
ever unfurled the flag of the United States in 
the Thames.”’ 


Another lady helps to spread and perpetu- 


ate the statement. Mrs. P. A. Hanaford, in 
her “ Field, Gunboat, Hospital and Prison,” 
has a note at page 49 which reads thus: 

“Mrs. Farrar, in her ‘ Recollections of 
Seventy Years,’ speaks with commendable 
pride, at this hour, when the ‘dear old flag’ 
is dearer than ever, of the fact that a whale- 
ship, the Maria, belonging to her father, 
William Rotch, was the first to hoist the 
American flag in English waters.” 

Now, Mrs. Farrar has made an erroneous 
statement, and Mrs. Hanaford, in repeating 
it, has made two others. 

The ship Maria was mot the first ship that 
displayed the flag of the United States in the 
Thames. 

The ship Maria, when she went to Eng- 
land, was mot a whaleship. 

William Rotch was mot the father of Mrs. 
Eliza Farrar. 

When the “stars and stripes” were first 
displayed from the mizzen-peak of an Ameri- 
can ship within sight of London, the Maria 
had not been launched. 

It was about two years after the peace 
that she arrived in the Thames, and it was 
about the year 1793 that she made her first 
whaling voyage. 

William Rotch was the grandfather of 
Mrs. Farrar. Her father was Benjamin 
Rotch, who resided in England. 

Mrs. Farrar’s statement is the only one 
that calls for further notice. 

The Treaty of Paris was signed November 
80,1782. An ‘event which took place on the 
3d of the following February will be found 
described in the following extract from 
‘Barnard’s History of England,” page 705: 

“On the 3d of February, the ship Bedford, 
Captain Moores, belonging to the Massachu- 
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setts, arrived in the Downs, passed Graves- 
end the 4th, and was reported at the Custom- 
house the 6th. She was not allowed regular 
entry until some consultations had taken 
place between the Commissioners of the 
Customs and the Lords of Council, on 
account of the many acts of parliament yet 
She 
was loaded with four hundred and eighty- 
seven butts of whale oil, manned wholly with 
American seamen, and belonged to the island 
of Nantucket, in Massachusetts. The vessel 
lay at Horsleydown, a little below the Tower, 


in force against the rebels in America. 


and was the first which displayed the Thir- | 


teen Stripes of America in any British 
port 

The “pride” and the “pleasure” of the 
venerable owner of the Maria were all right— 
he was the owner of the Bedford as well, and 
both ships were under the command of Cap- 
tain Moores. 


” 


It is about forty years since 
Mr. Rotch died, ninety-three years old; it 
must be more than forty years since the lady 
who now recollects seventy heard him speak 
of the Maria, so that it is not strange that we 
find the substitution of the Maria for the 
Bedford, in the “‘ Recollections.” To these 
two noted ships of the Rotch family must be 
added the Dartmouth, of the Boston Tea- 
Party, which belonged to Francis Rotch, 
brother of the owner of the Maria, and great- 
uncle of Mrs. Farrar. 
os, @; 

Mr. Epitor.—Your correspondent “ E. 
A. D.,” in the January No. of the Historicau 
Magazine, is in error in stating or implying 
that the papers under the caption of the 
“Omnibus,” by President Duer, formed the 


groundwork of the St. Nicholas Address of | 


HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 





(Sune, 
that gentleman. The papers which really 
made up that interesting discourse com. 
prised five or six successive lucubrations 
under the title of ‘‘ Reminiscences of an Old 
New Yorker,” published in Park Benjamin’s 
American Mail, in 1847 or ’48. My author. 


| ity for this statement is the writer himself, 


who lent me the essays in question when] 
was occupied in drawing up the memoir of 
my father, D. 8. Jones. The “ Omnibus” is 
quite a different affair. W.A.J, 


Immopesty vs. ImeupENce.—Crabbe, in his 
Synonyms (ed. London, 1824, pp. 518, 531), 
falls into a remarkable contradiction. In 
defining the difference between ‘“ Immodest” 
and “Impudent,” he says, “an «immodest 
girl lays aside the ornament of her sex, and 
puts on another garb that is less becoming; 
but her heart need not be corrupt until she 
becomes impudent There is always 
hope that an immodest woman may be sen- 
sible of her error, and amend; but of an 
impudent woman there is no such chance, 
she is radically corrupt”—(p. 518). 

“‘Indecency and tmmodesty violate the 
fundamental principles of morality: the 
former, however, in external matters, as 
dress, words and looks; the latter, in con- 
duct and disposition. A person may be 
indecent for want of either knowing or 
thinking better; but a female cannot be 
immodest without radical corruption of prin- 
ciple’”—(p. 531). \ 

It will be observed that by the latter 
part of the last definition, the author entirely 
destroys the distinction he drew in the first 
between “immodest” and “ impudent,” and 
makes these two words to mean absolutely 


the same thing. READER. 
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QUERIES. 

PecuniariTies OF PronunciaTion.—In 
Pittsburgh and its vicinity, the word 
daughter is pronounced dotter, and 
water, wotler. Are these American 
corruptions, or are they derived from 
English or Irish provincialisms? 

In Western Pennsylvania, Westmore- 
land county is pronounced with the ac- 
cent upon the second syllable, Westmore- 
land, instead of on the first, Westmore- 
land, which is the English pronunciation, 
and that which is common in other parts | 
of the United States. An English song 


thus commences : 

“Northumberland and Cumberland, come get your 
hats and wigs, 

Or Westmoreland and Durham will call you lazy 
pigs.” 

Can any one explain how. the Western 

Pennsylvania pronunciation originated ? 

D. 


Tracts.—Who was the author of the 
following tracts? 

1. Free thoughts on the proceedings 
of the Continental Congress held at Phil- 
adelphia, Sept. 5th, 1774,***. By a 
Farmer. New York printed; London 
reprinted, 1775. Signed on p. 48, “A 
W. Farmer.” 

2. A view of the controversy between 
Great Britain and her Colonies, including 
amode of determining the present dis- 
putes ** *, By a W. Farmer, author of 
Free Thoughts, &c. New York printed; 
London reprinted,.1775. 

8. The Congress Canvassed, or an Ex- 
amination into the conduct of the Dele- | 








gates ***, By a W. Farmer, author of 
Free Thoughts. New York ; London re- 
printed, 1775. 

No. 1 is given by H. Stevens, in his 
American Nuggets, to Bishop Seabury 
as author. The New York State Library 
Catalogue does the same, with a mark of 
interrogation. , 

No. 2. This is given by Stevens, with- 
out the name of any person as author. 
The New York State Library Catalogue 
gives Bishop Seabury, with a mark of 
interrogation, as before. 

No. 8 is given in the New York State 
Library Catalogue without any name of 
author. 

Again, turn to “ Wilkins (Rev. Isaac),” 
in the New York State Library Cata- 
logue, and you find all three given to 
him, without question. 

These tracts were answered by Alex- 
ander Hamilton. In the titlé to each of 
his own tracts he says it is in answer to 
a “ Westchester Farmer.” L. 

Boston. 


REPLIES. 


Gov. Burnet’s First Wire—(H. M., 
vol. ix., p. 129)—The Heraldic Journal 
for April, 1866, p. 61, contains an article on 
the official seal of Gov. William Burnet, in 
which some details of his family are given. 
It is there stated that Gov. Burnet’s first 
wife was “‘a dau. of Dr. George Stanhope, 
Dean of Canterbury.” 
with her Christian name, Mary. 


His will furnishes us 


Boston. 
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Mrs. Mercy Warren, THE AUTHORESS— 
(H. M., vol. x., p. 157)—The Christian 
name of fhis writer is printed Mary in the 
article above referred to. The error is, I 
presume, a typographical one. She was the 
daughter of James and Mary (Allyne) Otis, 
and a sister of the patriot James Otis. She 
was born Sept. 14, O. S.. or 25, N. S., 1728, 
and died Oct., 1814, aged 86. .Her name 
Mercy was probably given in respect to her 
grandmother, Mercy Bacon, who married 
Hon. John Otis. Besides her “ History of 
the American Revolution,’ she wrote several 
tragedies and poetical satires. Her hus- 
band, Gen. James Warren, succeeded the 
celebrated Gen. Joseph Warren, as President 
of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress. 
Though these persons bear the same sur- 
name, they were descended from different 
stocks, James being from Richard Warren, 
who came in the Mayflower, and Joseph 
from Peter Warren, who resided at Boston 
as early as*the middle of the seventeenth 
century. 

A biographical notice of Mrs. Mercy War- 
ren will be found in the “ Historical and 
Genealogical Register,” Vol. ii., p. 291, in 
an article giving the genealogy of the Otis 
family. Accounts of her are in Duyckinck’s 
Cyclopedia, Vol. i, p. 163, and Allen’s 
Biographical Dictionary. Her children were 
James, Winslow, Charles, Henry and George. 

Boston. 


Societies and their Proceedings. 


AMERICAN ETHNOLOGICAL. 


American Ernnotocicat Socrety.—The March 


the hall of the New York Historical Society, the 
Treasurer, Alex. I. Cotheal, Esq., in the chair. 

A letter was read from the Second Vice-President, Dr. 
John Torrey, on the Giant Trees of California, accom- 
panying a specimen of the wood of one of them. 

An interesting paper was read by Dr. D. J. Mac- 
gowan, on “Indian Secret Societies,’”’ which wil] be 
found in the May number of this Magazine. 

The paper of Profeseor Charles Rau, on “The 
Ages of Stone, Bronze and Iron,”’ published in the 
April number of the Historical Magazine, was read 
by the Rev. Dr. Spencer. 

Rev. Jonas King, D. D., in response to an invita- 
tion from the chair, made some interesting remarks 
on the Language of the Modern Greeks. In the course 
of about forty years spent at Athens, he had oppor- 
tunity to form a deliberate opinion of the relation of 
their language to the various dialects of antiquity. 
He long ago advised various professors, in Europe and 
America, to adopt the pronunciation and accentua- 
tion of the modern Greeks, and particularly Professor 
Blackie, of Scotland, and the late Professor Felton, 
of Harvard University. Both these admitted the 
propriety of it, and Professor Blackie is (or lately 
was) the only teacher on that plan in Great Britain. 
Dr. King, when he began to study Greek, happened 
to adopt a pronunciation analogous to that of the 
moderns, and to place the stress of the voice on the 
syllables marked with the accents, and afterward 
found it advantageous. The Greeks have had schools 
and classical books ever since the time of Pericles, 
if not from the time of Homer; and, ever since the 
period of primitive Christianity, have had the New 
Testament, and numerous books in their language. 
It.is incredible that a whole nation should, with un- 
interrupted schools, have essentially changed their 
pronunciation and accentuation, and in the same 
manner, while many portions of it were long cut off 
from intercourse with each other. The Greeks, in all 
their countries and islands, now converse freely to- 
gether, with only slight differences in some words and 
phrases, certain ancient words being retained by 
some. After a little study, they read the ancient 
books. The language, in their mouths, sounds soft, 
agreeable, fluent and natural, while our pronunciation 
and accentuation make it intolerably ridiculous to 


meeting was held on Tuesday evening, the 13th, in | them, as to a Frenchman would be the English reading 
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of “ Comment vous portez vous ?” Dr. King approved 
the views expressed in an essay on this subject in 
the January number of the Methodist Quarterly Re- 
view. Every student might soon learn to read and 
epeak the language, and find great pleasure and profit 
in its use both at home and abroad. 

Dr. King exhibited a beautiful little MS. Arabic 
volume, containing portions of the Koran, and made 
remarks on the seven styles of writing practiced 
among the Arabs. ‘The MSS. procured by Presidents 
Roberts and Benson, from scholars from eome of the 
interior Mohammedan Negro kingdoms of Nigritia, 
are written with great skill, in a style unlike these. It 
had been hoped that the Rev. Dr Van Dyck would 
be present. In his absence an account was read of 
theimproved Arabic type now preparing by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society for printing Bibles, invented by 
Mr. Homan Hallock. © 

In reply to inquiries respecting the Indians of 
Mexico, Mr. Navarro (Consul General of the Mexican 
Republic) mentioned that, although they are of many 
different nations, languages and habits, they are all 
settled in towns, or on their lands, and always have 
practiced agriculture and many other useful arts, 
living entirely distinct from our wandering tribes. 

Dr. Macgowan exhibited a copy of a newspaper in 
the Chinese language, published by him at Ningpo 
several years ago; saying that he would have felt 
asbamed to exhibit so small a sheet as his own, but 
for the fact that there was only one other newspaper 
in the Chinese empire (which also he exhibited), and 
that was less than half the size, and published by the 
Emperor. He added that he first made the Chinese 
acquainted, by his paper, with some important prin- 
ciples of foreign science, particularly Redfield’s Theory 
of Storms. The Chinese are very slow in adopting 
improvements, but the Japanese quite the contrary. 
On visiting Japan, he was surprise ! to see a reprint of 
his explanation of Redfield’s Theory, and to learn 
that the ships of that country were observing his 
rules on their voyages. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


New Enctanp Hisroric-Genratocicat Sociery, 
Boston, May 2.—A stated meeting was held this after- 
noon, Winslow Lewis, M. D., in the chair. The Li- 





brarian reported that within the last month 25 bound 
volumes, 176 pamphlets, 22 newspapers, 7 valuable 
autographs, and 2 ancient maps. had been presented 
to the Society. 

The Historiographer read biographical sketches of 
Hon, Albert S. White, of Stockwell, Indiana, corre- 
sponding member, who died September 4, 1864. aged 
60, and of the Hon. Matthew Harvey, of Concord, 
resident member, who died April 7, 1866, aged 84. 

Rev. David Q. Cushman, of Hubbardston, then 
read an elaborate and interesting article, being an his- 
torical review of the early voyages to Maine; and of 
the settlements of Pemaquid, Georgetown and ancient 
Sheepscot. He also spoke respectfully of Popham’s 
expedition to the mouth of the Kennebee River. Mr. 
Cushman has evidently made much research in the 
early history of Maine, and his remarks were listened 
to with deep attention. We understand that he is 
preparing a work on this subject for the press. 

An invitation was read from the New Jersey His- 
torical Socie., io attend the celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the settlement of Newark on the 17th 
instant. Dr. Winslow Lewis, Hon. George B. Upton, 
John H. Sheppard and William H. Whitmore were 
chosen a committee to attend the same. 

Mr. Sheppard read an interesting letter from the 
Treasurer, William B. Towne, Esq., dated at London, 
April 12th. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Tur New Jersey Hisroricar Society met in their 
rooms May 17, 1866. John Rutherford, Esq., one of 
the Vice Presidents, occupied the Chair. 

Mr. Whitehead, the Corresponding Secretary, laid 
before the Society the correspondence since the last 
meeting, including many letters from gentlemen in 
this and other States, in response to invitations to be 
present at the bi-centennial celebration—all of whese 
letters evinced a deep interest in the occasion. From 
Mr. Asher Taylor, of New York, was received a com- 
munication relative to the corruption of the Indian 
name New-as-sing to the unmeaning term “ Never- 
sink,” applied to the Highlands at Sandy Hook— 
and several interesting ante-revolutionary documents 
connected with the history of Monmouth County. 
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The Treasurer, Mr. Alofsen, reported a balance in 
the tagasury of about $300. 

The Librarian, Mr. §. H. Congar, submitted his 
annual report of additions to the Library, many of 
which were contributed with his usual liberality by 
Mr. Alofsen, the Treasurer. 

Dr. Pennington, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, reported its action in reference to the celebra- 
tion of the city’s bi-centenary. 

The Committee on Publications reported the issue 
since the last meeting of another number of the 
“ Proceedings” of the Society—bringing them down 
to the present time. 

The Committee on the Library made a report in 
which allusion was made to the appointment of John 
Y. Foster, Esq., as State Historiographer of the war, 
and of the obligations of the Society to Mr. Alofsen 
for the valuable contributions to the Society of ma- 
terials for such a history, and offered the following 
resolutions, which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
authorized to have the various publications received 
from Solomon Alofsen, Esq., illustrative of the recent 
rebellion, appropriately lettered as his gifts, those in 
pamphlet form to be arranged and uniformly bound 
under his directions, and, when so prepared, that 
certain shelves in the Library be specially set apart 
for the collection. 

Wuereas, John Y. Foster, Esq., has been appoint- 
ed State Historiographer, for the purpose of recording, 
for the information and gratification of Jerseymen 
through all time, the patriotic deeds of valor and 
suffering endurance of the sons of New Jersey during 
the recent rebellion, both on land and sea: it is 
therefore, 

Resolved, That in testimony of the earnest desire 
entertained by the New Jersey Historical Society to 
co-operate in this patriotic enterprise, the Librarian 
be authorized and requested to grant to Mr. Foster, 
under such regulations as the Committee on the Li- 
brary may consider necessary, free access to, and 
the use of all books and manuscripts in the posses- 
sion of the Society, which may be of service to him 
in the prosecution of his work. 

Several gentlemen nominated at the last meeting 
were elected members, and after the transaction of 
some routine business, the reception of some articles 





of interest, dc., the Society took a recess for dinner, 

which was served at the Park House. 

TH& BI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE CITY 0p 
NEWARK. 

In the afternoon the doors of the old First Presby- 
terian Church were thrown open at the appointed 
hour, and that ancient and historic edifice was soon 
filled with an audience composed of representatives 
of all classes in our community, and of every age: 
the white-haired patriarchs, linking the present with 
the commemorated past, and the children destined to 
carry the reminiscences of this anniversary occasion 
far into the new century. A platform had been 
erected around the pulpit, and this was occupied 
by Governor Marcus L. Ward and his staff, con- 
sisting of the following: Gens. N. N. Halsted, 





W. H. Penrose, and E. A. Carman; Cols. R. §, 
Swords and J. W. Woodruff, and Dr. A. N. Dough. 
erty; Mayor Thomas B. Peddie; the orator, poet, 
officers of the New Jersey Historical Society, clergy 
of the city, and representatives from other societies, 
as follows: New York Historical Society—Hon. 
George Bancroft, Hou. John R. Brodhead, Judge 
Charles P. Kirkland; Pennsylvania Historical So- 
ciety—Horatio G. Jones, John A. McCallister, J. 8. 
Africa; American Antiquarian Society—Nathaniel 
Paine, of Worcester, Massachusetts ; the Historical 
and Genealogical Society of Massachusetts—J. H. 
Sheppard ; Connecticut Historical Society—Erastus 
Smith. 

On one side of the pulpit a large colored copy of 
the map of “Our Towne on Pasayak Rivek,” as 
originally laid out in 1666, was displayed, and on the 
other the following names of the first settlers : 

“Tue Innapitants FROM ‘BraprorD,” Oct. 80th, 
1666 ; Jasper Crane, Abra. Pierson, Samuel Swaine, 
Laurence Ward, Thomas Blatchly, Samuel Plum, 
Josiah Ward, Samuel Rose, Thomas Pierson, John 
Ward, John Catling, Richard Harrison, Ebenezer 
Canfield, John Ward, Sr., Ed. Ball, John Harrison, 
John Crane, Thomas Huntington, Delivered Crane, 


Aaron Blachthly, Richard Laurence, John Johnson, 
Thomas Lyon, 238. 


“Tue Persent Inaapitants FRoM Mirorp, &c.,” 
June 24th, 1667: Robert Treat, Obadiah Bruen, 
Matthew Camfield, Samuel Kitchell, Jeremiah Peck, 
Michael Tompkins, Stephen Freeman, Henry Lyon, 
Jobn Browne, John Rogers, Stephen Davis, Edward 
Riggs, Robert Kitchell, John Brooks, Robert Lymens, 
| Francis Linle, Daniel Tichenor, John Bauldwin, Sr., 
{John Bauldwin, Jr., John Tomkins, George Day, 
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Thomas Johnson, John Curtis, Ephraim Burwell, 
Robert Denison, Nathan Wheeler, William Camp, 
Joseph Walters, Robert Dalglesh, Hans Albers, 
Thomas Morris, Hugh Roberts, Ephraim Pennington, 


Martin Tickenor, John Browne, Jr., Jonathan Sar- 
geant, Azariah Crane, Samuel Lyon, Joseph Riggs, 
Stephen Bond, 41. 


John Rutherford, Esq., one of the Vice Presidents, 
presided. The exercises were conducted by Dr. 
Samuel H. Pennington, and opened by the reading 
of the 78th Psalm and prayer by the Rev. J. F. 
Stearns, D. D., of the First Presbyterian Church. 
An ode written for the occasion by Dr. Abraham 
Coles, was then sung by the choir, under the leader- 
ship of Francis Illsley, Esq., to the good old tune of 
Lenox; then followed an admirable Historical Me- 
moir, by William A. Whitehead, Esq.; a Poem by 
Dr. Thomas Ward, and an Oration by Hon. Wm. B. 
Kinney—all of which, together with the proceedings, 
of the day, will be published in permanent form. 

An unexpected but most agreeable episode occurred 
at this period of the exercises. This was the pres- 
entation to the Governor by Mr. W. H. Bergfels (of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau), who had just arrived in town, 
of aguidon belonging to the 10th New Jersey Reg- 
iment, found in Libby Prison by Capt. Bride of the 
8ist New York Regiment. The Governor appropri- 
ately expressed the thanks of the Regiment and of 
the State for the return of the guidon, and called 
upon General Penrose, of the First New Jersey Bri- 
gade, to give some account of the manner in which it 
was lost. The General made a short and stirring 
speech, in which he described the battle of the 17th 
of August, 1864—the first of that brilliant series of 
victories under General Sheridan, in the Shenandoah 
Valley—in which his brigade, wherein was the 10th 
regiment, was attacked by an entire corps of the en- 
emy, and lost only eleven men, while the rebels had 
sixty-five killed and three hundred and fifty wounded. 
In this battle he supposed the guidon-bearer was 
captured and took the flag with him to Libby. Fre- 
quent and hearty applause interrupted these proceed- 
ings. 

The exercises concluded by the singing of Stern- 
hold and Hopkins’ version of the 100th Psalm by 
the choir, the entire congregation joining their voices 


to swell the sublime strains of this grandest of hym- 


nal tunes. . 
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The Benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. 
Few Smith, and ata late hour in the afternoon the 
vast congregation dispersed to their various homes. 

The military and civic parade, although not so com- 
plete as it would have been had the weather been fine 
and the first arrangements carried out, was still a cred- 
itable affair and attracted the usual crowds of observ- 
ers who lined the sidewalks on the route of the proces- 
sion, and occupied the windows and roofs of the houses. 
Flags flying from a hundred staffs and draped from 
windows and balconies, and handkerchiefs waving 
from myriads of fair hands, made the scene one of 
unusual animation. 


NEW YORK. 


Burraco Historica Socrety.—A regular monthly 
meeting of this Society was held at their rooms on the 
10th of April inst., the Vice President, O. H. Marshall, 
Esq., in the chair. 

C. D. Norton, Esq., was appointed Secretary pro 
tem., in the absence ofthe Recording Secretary. 

The monthly report of the Treasurer was presented, 
accepted and filed. 

The Corresponding Secretary announced,the dona- 
tions since last meeting. 

Mr. Steele presented a statement, prepared at the 
request of the Society, on the action which had been 
taken by this and other Societies on the subject of the 
erection of a suitable monument to the memory of those 
from Erie county, who had fallen in the late rebellion, 
which was accepted and laid on the table. 

Dr. Julius F. Miner was elected a resident member 
of this Society, and Gen. Barent F. Van Rensselaer a 
corresponding member. 

Lewis F. Allen, Esq., tendered his resignation as 
one of tiie Councilors of this Society. It was accepted, 
and Wm. A. Bird, Esq., was duly elected to fill the 
vacancy. 

Col. Bird read a communication from Gen. Van 
Rensselaer, of Albany, inclosing a copy of an inter- 
esting letter from Joseph Ellciott to Simeon DeWitt, 
dated in 1808, on the subject of canal and inland lock 
navigation. 

On motion, it was resolved that the letter be laid on 
the table, and read at a future meeting, and that the 
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thanks of the Society be presented to Gen. Van Rens- 
selaer for his kindness in sending the same. 
Adjourned. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Tae Numismatic anp Antiquarian Socixty oF 
Parapgtpuia held their first meeting in the new 
hall of the Society, on the evening of the 3d of May, 
Joseph J. Mickley, Esq., President, in the chair. On 
taking the chair, Mr. Mickley complimented the So- 
ciety on their advancing prosperity, and in the course 
of his remarks mentioned the fact, as one perhaps not 
generally known, that the Numismatic Society of 
Philadelphia is the oldest society for the advancement 
of Numismatic science on this continent, and also the 
first to enlarge its field of research by the addition of 
the Antiquarian branch of learning, which latter ad- 
dition has been copied so generally by the other Nu- 
mismatic societies in the United States and Canada. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting, on the 
subject of Hon. J. Ross Snowden’s lecture before the 
Society, reported that the lecture had been delivered 
on the evening of the 24th of April, and that they had 
requested a copy for preservation, which request 
would be complied with at an early periud. 

A number of very valuable donations were re- 
ceived, including, from the Smithsonian Institution, 
all their publications on subjects of interest to the 


Society, thirteen volumes, which were obtained through | 


the exertions of the Corresponding Secretary. Dr, 


Wm. T. Taylor presented a number of fine coins; among | 
| District, some extracts from which are appended. 


them an extremely rare Athenian copper piece, in 
beautiful preservation. 3; Letters were received and 


read from” Hon. Eli K. Price, William B. Dayton, 
Esq., and Nestor Ponce de Leon, of Cuba, accepting 
mémbership in the Society. Others were also pre- | 
sented and read, one being from Hon. Reverdy John- | 


son, Hon. Vice-President for Maryland, stating that 
he had presented the Memorial to Congress from the 
Society. 


Mr. Phillips read an interesting bibliographical ac- | 


count of a very old and rare work on “ Astrology and | 
Medicine” (Paris, 1555), which he then presented to 





the library. Charles H. Hart, Esq., exhibited a very 
curious Revolutionary document, being a preliminary 
discharge from the Continental Army, dated June 
llth, 1783, signed by Washington and Trumbull, 
After some remarks, the meeting was adjourned. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Tae Ruope Istanp Hisroricat Society held its 
regular quarterly meeting at its Hall in Providence, 
April 10, 1866. 

In consequence of some informality in the notice 
of the annual meeting, the election of officers was 
postponed until this meeting; the following were 
elected : 

President, Albert G. Greene. 

Vice President, Samuel G. Arnold and George A. 
Brayton. 

Secretary, Edwin M. Snow. 

Treasurer, Welcome A. Greene. 

Librarian and Cabinet Keeper for the Northern De- 
partment, Edwin M. Stone. 

Librarian for the Southern Department, Benjamin B. 
Howland. 

Auditors, Henry B. Drowne and Richmond P. 
Everett. 

Society Correspondent of Historical Magazine, 
Welcome O. Brown. 

Several gentlemen were admitted members of the 
Society. The usual business of the annual meeting 
was transacted, and reports from committees received. 
A very full and interesting report was received from 
the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper for the Northern 


He informed the Society that during the year six 
hundred and fifty-seven donations had been made to 
it, consisting of “ bound volumes, manuscripts, In- 
dian relics, and other antiquities of special interest 
and value.” 

From a careful analysis of a long and interesting 
article in the Providence Journal of Dee. 28th, upon 
the building and other improvements made in the 
city during the year 1865, it was shown that one 
hundred and fifty-nine buildings had been erected 
during the year, “‘ showing a business activity exceed- 
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ing that of 1864, the report of which excited no little | 


surprise at the time,” 
Early in the season some enterprising gentlemen 
made arrangements to have a series of photographic 


views taken of “ public buildings and ancient resi- | 


dences in Providence, together with views of the city 
itself from favorable points.” A list of more than 
thirty already completed is given, and it is stated 
that the entire series will comprise about sixty views 
of large size, and finished in the highest style of the 
art. 

“The committee appointed] to prepare a volume of 
the Society’s collections for publication have caused 
papers to be transcribed for that purpose which may 
be put to press early in the year.” 

“From its founding to the present, this associa- 
tion has steadily pursued the legitimate work of a 
Historical Society,” not always, indeed, with the 
vigor that ample means and a larger working force 
would have enabled it to display, but in no single 
year of its corporate existence, as its records will 
show, has it failed to do a respectable work in gath- 
ering materials for history. 
a publishing fund, by the aid of which it may issue 


“ For its future, it wants 


a succession of valuable volumes of its collection. 
It needs pecuniary means to enable it to open its 
doors daily, at stated hours, to members and to citi- 
zens generally ; to collate, mount and bind for easier 
inspection and for safe keeping, the numerous and 
valuable manuscripts that have been accymulated ; 
to complete the classifying and binding of its large 
collection of pamphlets; to purchase for its library, 
pamphlets, periodicals, and rare works that illustrate 
Rhode Island history, and which are not likely to be 
received as donations.” ‘This Society has as yet, 
not been favored by legislative patronage, or by be- 
quests or large substantial tokens of approval from 
lwing friends ; it has relied solely on occasional as- 
sessments and the free-will services of its officers and 
members.” ‘The Librarian’s Report concluded with 
necrological notices of the following members of the 
Society, who have deceased within the last five 
months of the year : 


Hon. Byron Diman, of Bristol, Aug. 1, 1865. 

Francis Wayland, D. D., Providence, Sept. 30. 
Capt. Thomas P. Ives, ” Nov. 17. 
Hon. Philip Allen, “ Dee. 16. 
Hon. Samuel Ames, “ Dee. 20. 
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Book-Gossip. 


Tue Gazette Series, edited by Henry B. Daw- 
son, Esq., is a most beautiful reprint of the following 
papers, which have already attracted the attention of 
scholars as they have appeared in the Yonkers(N. Y.) 
Gazette, a weekly paper, of which Mr. D. was, until 
quite recently, the editor : 

Vol. I.—Papers concerning the Capture and Detention 
of Major John André ; pp. viii., 247. 

Vol. Il.—Papers concerning the Town and Village 
of Yonkers, Westchester County: a Fragment; pp. 
viii., 45. 

Vol. III.—Papers concerning the Boundary between 
the States of New York and New Jersey, written by 
several hands ; viii., 293. 

Vol. IV.—Rambles in Westchester County, New 
York: a Fragment ; pp. viii., 438. 

These four volumes, printed from the original 
Gazetie type, on laid, tinted paper, with rubricated 
titles, and with considerable additional material, are 
certainly the daintiest and most captivating ‘“ private” 
issues of the season. And when we state the fact 
that only twenty-six copies are printed, of which but 
siz are offered for sale, and that, within our personal 
knowledge, two sets have already been sold for $100 
each, we have said enough to make some of our book- 
collecting friends “anxious.” 

The André Papers, comprised in the first volume of 
this series, is undoubtedly the most exhaustive col- 
lection ever made concerning this interesting episode 
of our revolutionary history. The Boundary Line dis- 
cussion is one of the most thorough presentations of 
all sides of this important inter-State question which 
can possibly be made, and must always possess in- 
calculable and permanent value, both to the legal 
and historical student; while the Yonkers an’ West- 
chester Rambles, though “ fragments,’’ are such irag- 
ments as show the impress of a master mind in the 
field of local history, and lead us to wish fora “com- 
pleted whole.” 

Mr. Dawson also has in hand, at the Bradstreet 
Press, a beautiful reprint of The Case of Elizabeth 
Rutgers vs. Joshua Waddington, determined in the 
Mayor’s Court, in the City of New York, August 27, 
1784. This pamphlet, which is of extreme rarity and 
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interest, will be reproduced in fac-simile, with a full 
Historical Introduction by Mr. D., including a 
genealogy of the Rutgers family, and a concise 
and forcible statement of the causes and circum- 
stances connected with the case. It is dedicated to 
Chas. P. Kirkland, LL.D., of this city, and will be 
printed in the quarto form, the edition being limited 
to 125 copies. 

The First Flag in Richmond is the title of an 
elegant reprint (in 17 pages, large paper, duodecimo 
size), of an article which appeared in the Yonkers 
Gazette, relative to the raising of the American flag 
in the city of Richmond, Va., at the capture of that 
city by the Federal forces. Edition limited, to 26 
copies. 

Similar in style to the above is an elegant reprint 
of Mr. W. R. Dean’s interesting sketch of the late 
Jared Sparks, published in the Historical Magazine 
last month, forming an elegant large paper duodecimo 
of 32 pages. Edition 30 copies, of which 15 are on 
tinted paper. 

The Washington Club is actively engaged in the 
preparation of limited fac-simile reprints of some of the 
rarest funeral sermons, etc., relating to Washington. 
One or two of these have been already printed at the 
Bradstreet Press, and in all respects of typographical 
and artistic appearance are the most perfect and 
sumptuous fac-similes which have yet been produced 
in this country. The edition of these reprints, of 
which, as yet, none have been issued, will be limited 
to fifty copies, at $5 per copy. 

Washingtoniana.—A Philadelphia correspondent 
of the Magazine sends us a private photograph copy of 
a Portrait of “ His Excellency Gen. Geo. Washington, 
engraved by J. G.Walker, from a Picture by W. Birch, 
1796, painted from life in the office of his Excellency 
the General, by the request of I. G. Van Staphorft, 
Esq., of Amsterdam,” and dedicated to Mr. Van S., 
“in whose possession the original portrait now is,”’ by 
J. G. Walker, and published in London. 


Numismatic Potes. 


Origin or ovr Decimat Currency.—We have 
seen a letter from a venerable gentleman who came to 
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this country from Wales over fifty years since, and 
was employed by the late Chas. W. Peale, proprietor of 
the old Museum. In November, 1805, he became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Christian Heiss, of the Washington 
Union, lately of the New Orleans Delta. Mr. H. was 
then fifty one years of age, and had in his youth been 
wagon-master through the whole Revolution in Wash- 
ington’s army, or it may be in the Pennsylvania line, 
which formed a portion of it. On one occasion while in 
conversation, it was remarked how, much better the 
Americans managed their currency than other nations, 
in the decimal form of it, when Mr. Heiss immedi- 
ately replied that it was so, and that the author or 
inventor was the Rev. Samuel Jones, D. D., of Lower 
Dublin. We have never heard this question mooted 
before, but we have no doubt that the information 
imparted by Mr. Heiss was most reliable and it in- 
volves an interesting historical incident.—Phil. Sun, 


Miscellany. 


Tur Witt or Mary, THE Moruer or Wasuineton. 
—We give the spelling as in the original, though 
probably this is the scrivener’s : 

“In the name of God. Amen. I, Mary Washing- 
ton, of Fredericksburg, in the county of Spotsylvania, 
being in good health, but calling to mind the uncer- 
tainty of this life, and willing to dispose of what 
remains of my worldly estate, do make and publish 
this my last will, recommending my soul into the 
hands of my Creator, hoping for a remission of all 
my sins, through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour-of mankind. 
worldly estates as follows : 

“* Imprimis. 


I dispose of all my 


I give to my son, General George 
Washington, all my lands on Accokeek Run, in the 
county of Stafford, and also my negro boy George, 
to him and his heirs forever ; also my-best bed, bed- 
stead, and Virginia cloth curtains (the same that 
stands in my best room), my quilted blue and white 
quilt, and my best dressing-glass. 

“Ttem.—I give and devise to my son, Charles 
Washington, my negro man Tom, to him and his 
assigns forever. 
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‘+ Itew.—I give and devise to my daughter, Betty 
Lewis, my phwton and bay horse. 
“ Item.—I give and devise to my daughter-in-law, 
Hannah Washington, my purple cloth cloak, lined 
with shag. 


“Item.—I give and devise to my grandson, Corbin | 
Washington, my negro wench, Old Bet, my riding- 


chair, and two black horses, to him and his assigns 
forever. 

“ Item.—I give and devise to my grandson, Field- 
ing Lewis, my negro man Frederick, to him and his 
astigns forever ; also, eight silver tablespoons, half 
my crockery-ware, and the blue and white tea-china, 
walnut book-case, oval table, one bed, one bed-spread, 


one pr. sheets, one pr. blankets and white cotton | 


counterpaine, two tablecloths, six red leather chairs, 
half of my pewter, one-half of my iron kitchen fur- 
niture. 

“Ttem.—I give and devise to my grandson, Law- 
rence Lewis, my negro wench Lydia, to him and his 
assigns forever. 

“ Ttem.—I give and devise to my grand daughter, 
Bettie Carter, my negro woman little Bet, and her 
future increase, to her and her assigns forever; also, 
my largest looking-glass, my walnut writing-desk, 
with drawers, a square dining-table, one bed, bed- 
stead, bolster, one pillow, one blanket, and pr. sheets, 
white Virginia-cloth counterpaine and purple cur- 
tains, my red and white tea-china, teaspoons, and the 
other half of pewter, crockery-ware and the remain- 
der of my kitchen furniture. 

“Item.—I give to my grandson, George Washing- 
ton, my next best dressing-glass, one bedstead, bed, 
bolster, one pillow, one pair sheets, one blanket and 
counterpaine. 

“Ttem.—I devise all my wearing apparel to be 
equally divided between my grand daughters, Betty 
Carter, Fanny Ball and Milly Washington; but 
should my daughter, Betty Lewis, fancy any one, two 
or three articles thereof, she is to have them before 
a division thereof. 

“Lastly.—I nominate and appoint my said son, 
Gen. George Washington, executor of this my will, 
and as I owe few or no debts, I direct my executor to 
give no security, nor to appraise my estate; but 
desire the same may be allotted to my devisees with 
a8 little trouble and delay as may be, desiring their 





| acceptance thereuf as all the token I now have to 


give them of my love for them. 

“Tn witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this 20th day of May, 1788. 

[Seal.]} Mary WasuinerTon. 


“Signed, sealed and published in our presence, 
and signed by us in the presence of the said Mary 
Washington, at her desire. 


James MERCER, 
“Witnesses : < Joseph WALKER, 
JOHN FERNEYHOUGH.” 


Tae CoprisH IN THE Representatives’ Hatt.—A 
correspondent of the Salem Register has written some 
very interesting articles, made up of historical matters 
gathered from the old records of the Commonwealth. 
His last letter contains an account of the manner in 
which the Codfish came to occupy its prominent 
place in the Representatives’ Hall. The statement is 
quite interesting. We copy a portion of it, as follows : 

“Now it appears that the veritable Codfish, which 
has excited so much curiosity and inquiry for so many 
years, made its first appearance inthe Hall of the old 
State House eighty-two years ago. In proof whereof, 
the following passage is quoted from the Journal of 
the House of Representatives for the year 1784, viz. : 


‘“*¢Werpnyespay, March 17, 1784. 
‘““«Mr. Rowe moved the House that leave might be 
given to hang up the representation of a Coprisu in 
the room where the House sit, as a memorial of the 


‘importance of the Cov-Fisnxry to the welfare of this 


Commonwealth, as had been usual formerly, The 
said motion being seconded, the question was put, 
and leave given for the purpose af: resaid.’ 

“ This plain ‘ Mr. Rowe’ of the Journal is described in 
the list of members as ‘ John Rowe, Esq.,’ of Boston— 
the ‘ Esq.’ not being applied indiscriminately in those 
days asnow. ‘John Rowe, Esq.,’ was one of the prom- 


inent men of Boston for many years preceding the 


Revolution, and one of the most active among the 
Sons of Liberty during the stormy period that ushered 
in the outbreak. He was a merchant, and the patriots 
of his time frequently placed him on committees with 
men of the stamp of James Otis, Samuel Adams, 
John Hancock and Thomas Cushing, whose associate 
he was. 

““Mr. Rowe was more than once chosen a Selectman 
in Boston and several times elected a Representative. 
As early as 1766, when the Sons of Liberty were active 
and powerful, they chose Otis, Cushing, Adams, Han 
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cock and John Rowe, Esq., to represent them. Gor- 
don gives the following humorous account of the way 
in which Hancock came first to be elected to the 
House of Representatives, under the date of 1766, viz. : 

“« When the choice of members for Boston, to repre- 
sent the town in the next General Court, was approach- 
ing, Mr. John Rowe, a merchant, who had been act- 
ive on the side of Liberty in matters of trade, was 
thought of by some influential persons. Mr. Samuel 
Adams artfully nominated a different one, by asking, 
with his eyes looking to Mr. Hancock’s house, ‘Is 
there not another John that may do better?’ The 
hint took. Mr. John Hancock’s uncle was dead and 
had left him a very considerable fortune. Mr. Adams 
judged that the fortune would give credit and support 
to the cause of Liberty, the popularity would please 
the possessor, and that he might be easily secured by 
prudent management and might make a conspicuoue 
figure in the band of patriots.’ 

“Gordon says that Rowe led the attack on Hutchin- 
son’s house, when the royal Lieut. Governor's mansion 
was threatened and his papers thrown into the street 
by the Bostonians ; but Hutchinson himself gives the 
name of another as the leader. 

“Mr. Rowe took an active part in the proceedings 
which led to the destruction of the tea in Boston har- 
bor. Indeed, he was part owner of one of the ships, 
was desired to attend the meeting of the people in 
Faneuil Hall, gave assurances which were voted sat- 
isfactory, and Samuel Adams, John Hancock, William 
Phillips, John Rowe and Jonathan Williams were 
appointed a committee to transmit copies of the 
whole proceedings to New York and Philadelphia. 

“The suggestion that the tea be thrown into the 
harbor came from John Rowe, Esq. In the recently 
published life of ‘Samuel Adams, it will be found 
stated that at an adjourned meeting at the Old South 
in December, 1773, there were seven thousand people 


waiting in and around the church for the agent of some | 


of the ships to appear. During this interval speeches 
were made by several. The momentous question 
arose whether the meeting would abide by their former 
resolutions, ‘ with respect to the not suffering the tea 
to be landed.’ Samuel Adams, Young, and others 
made addresses on this subject, and the first two ad 

vised to stand by the resolutions. ‘Wao knows,’ said 
Rowe, ‘HOW TEA WILL MINGLE WITH SALT WATER?’ and 
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the sugg:stion was received with griat applause, 
How it was carried into execution the world knows, 

“Such was the man to whom the Codfish which 
now adorns the Representatives’ Hall owes its origin 
In a volume of Historical Collections, published in 
1816, there is a mere mention of this emblem, with 
a note to the following effect : 

“« Placed first in the old State House, on motion, it is 
said, of John Rowe, Esq., a merchant, and then a 
member for Boston, agentleman who many years 
supplied the fishermen with salt, lines and hooks,’ 

‘* Mr. Rowe died in Boston, February 17, 1787, leay- 
ing a very considerable estate. His death is thus an- 
nounced: ‘On Saturday, John Rowe, Esq., an emi- 
nent merchant of this place, 72. His remains were 
very respectfully interred yesterday afternoon.’ 
[Feb. 21, 1787.] 

“ His widow, Hannah Rowe, survived until July 8, 
1805, when she died at the age of 80, a lady of many 
virtues, great benevolence, and deeply lamented. 
She lived inthe old family mansion in Pond street, 
near the town watering place, called also Rowe’s Lane, 
afterward Rowe. Street. The patriotic merchant 
owned, among other property, the wharf, stores and 
flats called Rowe’s Wharf, bounded westerly on Bat- 
terymarch Street, and perhaps it was after him that 
the towh of Rowe, incorporated in 1785, was named. 
Boston and the Commonwealth should hold him in 
high honor. 

“So much for the story of the Codfish and its en- 
ergetic and patriotic originator, which may furnish 
suggestions for another ‘ screed.’ ” 


Mr. J. Jay Surtn, of Philadelphia—connected with 
the Penn family through his ancestor, James Lo- 
gan, who was William Penn’s confidential friend and 
secretary, finally chief-justice and acting governor— 
has long been on intimate terms with Mr. Granville 
John Penn, and, on his recent visit to Europe, was by 
him made the custodian of a remarkable and almost 
unique book, which he (Mr. Penn) then presented to 
the Philadelphia and Loganian libraries. It is small 
folio in size, most beautifully printed in the darkest 
possible ink upon evenly textured paper, and from its 
fine binding, with heavy bullion fringe pendant from 
the ends of four broad ribbons attached to the covers, 
may have been prepared for or possessed by some 
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great personage in London, perhaps by George II. 
himself. Only three copies are in existence. It is 
what, in legal phraseology, is called the ‘‘ paper book”’ 
In the guestio vexata of boundary line between Penn, 
of Pennsylvania, and Lord Baltimore, of Maryland. 
it was very fit that through the liberality of a Penn, 
descendant of him who laid out the city, and son of an 
eminent English author (Granville Penn, 1761-1844), 
this curious book should be placed in the Philadelphia 
Library, and that it should pass through the hands 
of Mr. Jay Smith, who is descended from Mr. James 
Logan, who devised books and lands to the library, 
and has himself been its custodian. By the terms of 
that gift (the Loganian collection contained nearly 
4,000 volumes, a great number more than a century 
ago) one of the Logan family shall ever be in charge 
of the united libraries, viz., that formed by Franklin, 
the Loganian collection, and the rare books presented 
by Robert Barclay. The present librarian is Mr. 
Lloyd P. Smith, in succession to his father, Mr. Jay 
Smith.— Round Table. 


In the death of Colonel Ropert Carr, on the 15th 
of March, one of the most remarkable men of the 
time has passed away. In his boyhood he learned 
the art of printing in the office of Mr. Bache, Ben- 
jamin Franklin’s son-in-law, had a vivid recollection 
of Franklin, and was frequently sent with proofs to 
General Washington, then residing in Philadelphia. 
He printed a copy of Tom Moore’s Poems while the 
poet was residing in the cottage on the Schuylkill, 
and received a silver medak for printiog the first 
copy in America of the English Bible, in separate 
volumes. In the early part of the present century 
he was married to Ann Bartram, grand-daughter of 
John Bartram, the founder of the first botunic garden 
on the continent, under the patent of the King of 
England, under whom he held the appointment of 
Botanist and Naturalist. This lady, who died sev- 
eral years since, wag one of the most accomplished 
botanists of her day. After his marriage with Miss 
Bartram, Colonel Carr devoted his time to botanical 
pursuits, and resided in the venerable mansion on the 
west side of the Schuylkill, below Gray’s Ferry, built 
by John Bartram in 1739, now the property of An- 
drew Eastwick, Esq. Beneath its venerable roof, in 
the early part of this century, Colonel Carr num- 
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bered among his guests the leading scientific men of 
the day, among whom were Professor Barton, Dr. 
Richard Harlan, Raffinesque, the Botanist, Stein- 
hauer, Engston and Alexander Wilson, the Ornitholo- 
gist, who was a frequent and ever-weleome guest, and 
who breathed his last within the walls of the old 
stone house on the hill. One of his oldest and most 
highly esteemed friends was the late Jasper Harding, 
founder of Tux Inquirer. In the last century, during 
the life of John Bartram, the place had been honored 
by the presence of Washington, Lafayette, Frank- 
lin and the members’ of the Continental Cungress. 


Colonel Carr commanded a Pennsylvania regiment 


in the war of 1812, and rendered important service at 
Plattsburg and on the Canadian frontier, and was a 
companion in arms and personal friend of the ven- 
erable Winfield Scott. After the war he was ap- 
pointed Adjutant-General of Pennsy!vania, and com- 
piled and published a manual of Infantry Tactics, 
adapted from the French. His memory was remark- 
able, and in his frequent gonversations with his friend, 
the Hon. Wm. D. Kelley, he delighted to dwell on 
the incidents of the early history of Philadelphia. 
He recollected the excitement caused by the proposi- 
tion to pave the streets of the city, which was only 
equaled by the introduction of city passenger rail- 
roads; also the proposition to introduce the gas- 
pipes in the streets, which met with violent opposition 
from the most intelligent men in the community, on 
the ground of the danger of explosions, and the 
destraction of the fish in the rivers. 

Colonel Carr was extremely temperate in his habits, 
and preserved his vigor up to within a few days of 
his death. On the morning of his death he read the 
daily papers, and had been in the habit of reading 
the finest print without the aid of glasses. His man- 
uscript, in the Italian style, was remarkable for its 
legibility and accuracy of punctuation. He was 
undoubtedly one of the best informed men of the 
day, and always kept pace with the progress of dis- 
covery. He was distinguished for personal courage, 
integrity, undoubted veracity and unostentatious 
benevolence. In his death the poor lose a sympa- 
thizing and generous friénd. He was a member of 
the Pennsylvania Historical, the Typographical and 
Horticultural Societies. He had nearly attained his 
ninetieth year. 
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Taytor’s Brstiocrapny oF Catirornia.—The 
principal part of the work called ‘‘ Bibliografa Califor- 
nica,” as published in the Sacramento Darty Union, 
June 25, 1868, contained between 700 and 800 volumes 
in manuscript and print, between 1544 and 1863, oc- 
cupying twenty-five columns of the Unio. It is, 
beyond all comparison, the most extensive of anything 
of the kind published on our literature and history. 
Indeed, former ones were not of more than ene twen- 
tieth the contents. Our issue of to-day makes an 
addition of over 200 works and maps, many of which 
are extremely scarce, or, indeed, very little known out- 
side the mysteries of Bibliography. As it is offered, 
in the compilér’s words, as “notes and materials to aid 
in forming a more perfect Bibliography” of the old Alta 
California domain of 1750, it isto be hoped at no dis- 
tant day it may be carefully digested and arranged for 
business and literary reference in book form according 
_ to the best European models, which certainly the 
material well merits. Our notes to-day will preserve 
to the public much of that which would otherwise be 
lost, or require an immense expenditure of time and 
labor to collect, though in its present shape of recorded 
memoranda its chronological sequences could not be 
followed. . The compiler’s notes are to January, 
1866.—Sacramento (Cal.) Daily Union. 


Deatu or Harrison Hacty.—The Cincinnati papers 
contain a notice of the death of Mr. Harrison Hall, 
late of Philadelphia, who died at the first-named city 
on the 9th of March, in the eightieth year of his age. 
Mr. Hall was well known to most of our older citizens. 
He was the son of Mr. John H. Hall, who was Marshal 
of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania during the ad- 
ministration of the elder Adams. He was also a 
brother of James Hall, the Western historian. Mr. 
Harrison Hall wes best known in this city from his 
connection with the Port-Folio, a Philadelphia publi- 
cation, which was the predecessor of the Lady’s books 
and the literary magazine of the present day. The 
Port-Folio was started in the year 1800 by Mr. Joseph 
Dennie, a well-known writer of the time. It was pub- 
lished first as a weekly and afterwards asa monthly 
magazine. During its early days, such men as John 
Quincy Adams, Francis Hopkinson and the elder 
Meredith contributed to its pages; fora season Nich- 
olas Biddle, the famous financier was its editor, and 
he enriched its pages with some of the most elegant 





(June, 1866, 


productions of his able pen. In the year 1815 Mesais 
John E. and Harrison Hall purchased the concern, 
and, with the first-named gentleman as its publisher, 
it continued in existence until 1827, its several series 
filling forty-seven volumes. Mr. Harrison Hall has 
long been out of business, and he continued to be a 
resident of Philadelphia until quite recently. 


RicHarp CromwEL’s Grave.—Richard Cromwel] 
is buried at Hursley, in Hants, and there is a monv- 
mental tablet to his memory on the wall of the tower 
of the church there. 

“Hursley Park ” was formerly in the possession of 
Richard Cromwell, from whom, or from whose chil- 
dren, it was purchased by the Heathcotes after the 
Restoration, and is now occupied by Sir Wm. Heath- 
cote, Bart., M. P. for Oxford University. It may be 
interesting to some of your readers if I add that the 
vicar of Hursley is the Rev. John Keble, M. A., the 
well-known (and may I not say well-appreciated) au- 
thor of the ‘‘ Christian Year,” and that the proceeds 
of sale of this work were devoted to the rebuilding of 
the church at Hursley.—W. W. Devanory, in the 
Round Table. 


NOTIOE.—With this number of the Maga. 
zine my connection with it ceases. It passes 
into the hands of Henry B. Dawson, of 
Morrisania, N. Y., who will immediately in- 
augurate several important improvements, 
and whose reputation as a historian is an 
ample guarantee for its future success. Plac- 
ing myself again among the ranks of the 
readers and friends of the Magazine, I con- 
gratulate them, as well as myself, that our 
old favorite will lose nothing of that interest 
and value which, for ten years past, its pages 
have always possessed for us; and I be- 
speak for the new Editor a continuance of 
those pleasant relations which exist between 
myself and the friends of the Magazine, and 
which I relinquish with no little regret. 

July 1st, 1866. 

Henry R. Stites. 
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